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Freehills Client Interview Competition 2010

Sample Problem and Information for Clients
Information given to competitors:

Sky/Herman Hawk has made an appointment to see you.  Your secretary tells you s/he sounded very shaky on the phone.  Sky/Herman Hawk seeks your advice on a vehicle accident.

Background brief for clients:

Note to clients:
It is essential that you try to act and portray your client as provided in the facts.  If you are asked a question and the facts provide an answer, then you MUST answer it.  You may hesitate, however, for bracketed information.


“FURTHER” refers to the further information that can be supplied ONLY when an interviewer specifically requests it.


Bracketed information requires more “nudging” before being revealed.

Preliminary Information:

You live at 67 Francis Place, Mindarie Keys.

Your date of birth is 6 June 1930 (73 y/o).

You are employed by the WPF [World Pageantry Forum].
Facts:

Start:
You MUST act happy and glad that you’ve been able to make this booking, but you are timid.

You are however very concerned about the legal fees and raise the issue of pro bono support for your cause.

(as you begin to talk about your past you MUST become sad and reclusive, occasionally having outbursts where appropriate. YOU HAVE TROUBLE RECALLING MEMORIES)

It is the interviewers job to extract information from you without upsetting you.
On 20 September 2003 you were travelling from your daughter’s home.  You had been having a meal with your family.  You had a “little” accident.  You didn’t mean for any of it to happen.  You want things to be back to how they used to be.

[be very brief with your responses]

What YOU want:

You are worried about having to pay for the accident.  You live in Manilla in the Philippines.  You don’t want to have to stay in Australia and receive treatment.  You feel vulnerable in Australia and you have no idea what to do.

Accident:
You were driving from 45 Freet Place, Manning to Mindarie Keys on the 20 September 2003.

(You drive a Bronze 1979 Mazda 929)

You hired the car from Cars-R-Us

(Cars-R-Us advertises itself as: “cheap as chips, no insurance except the assurance that it goes”)

You took the freeway north and suddenly you were spinning on the road, and had hit another car.

(There was only 1 other car involved)

(You were approaching the Joondalup freeway exit and driving in the far left lane)

(You are able to draw a quick sketch of where the car was located wrt the exit and the other car) 

(The other car swerved erratically across the road a couple of seconds before the accident occurred) 

The car was a 2003 Special Edition Mercedes, but you can’t recall any other details.

(It was dark, around 9pm)

It was raining

(Your windscreen was dirty and the wipers only smudged the windscreen when used)

(You didn’t actually try to use the wipers)

Further:

The car did not come with insurance and you don’t think you should have to pay for the accident, the car was faulty and none of it was your fault.

You wear glasses.

(You had just received a new set of prescription glasses and your eyes had not adjusted yet) 

Another car 100M behind you witnessed the accident.  They rushed to assist when the accident occurred and called for an ambulance.

(You don’t know the details of the witness, it all happened so quickly and you were in shock)

(You don’t know who called the police)

(The police took a statement from the witness)

Power along the freeway had been disrupted just before the accident occurred

(Your front headlights were very dim)

On renting the car you inspected it and noticed that it had a large amount of rust on the back doors.

(You noticed the back tyres were balled, but made no enquires as to its safety)

Result of Accident:

There were 3 occupants of the other car

(two adults, one male (35) and one female (39) and a 12 y/o son)

You received facial lacerations, and urgent medical treatment is not required

Furhter:

You really can’t remember the accident too well, you’re embarrassed as your memory’s failing.  The whole day surrounding the accident is a blur.

“But it makes it easier having read so much criminal fiction … I’m doing pretty well at filling in the blanks for you…?”

You want to undertake superficial elective reconstructive surgery
(The son died at the scene from head injuries, before the ambulance arrived)

(The Female adult was pronounced dead on arrival to the Warwick hospital)

The action of police:

The police questioned you and you cooperated and provided a statement.

(You were arrested and taken to the Warwick Police station for questioning)

You called a taxi to drive you to your home in Mindarie Keys as you were very shaken up.

(You were permitted to leave the police station but were required to attend a preliminary hearing in the District Court)

(The court date was 3 October 2003)

(You were charged with reckless driving causing death and grievous bodily harm)

(You were informed by the police that you could face a period in prison and a fine)

(You were told that you could not leave the state)

Further:
You have a suspended drivers license in the Philippines.

(The license was suspended when you lost all your demerit points due to speeding)

(You were caught driving 160 km/h in a 55 zone, you were in a rush to your grandson’s birthday)

You do not have an Australian Drivers Licence

(You lied to the Police, you told them that you do have a Philippine drivers licence)

(The police have told you that you must produce a certified copy of the Drivers Licence within 7 days)

What action YOU have taken:

You have not contacted the Philippine Embassy and requested the copied Drivers Licence

(You are a citizen of the Philippines)

(You are unsure whether the embassy would be aware of the charges against you and whether they could help)

You have not told your family of this incident.

Further:

You attended court

(You were granted an adjournment to seek further legal advice; new court date is 20 October)

You fear that your family will try to keep you in Australia for psychiatric assessment if they find out.

(You have been very forgetful lately; your family is over zealous and protective of you.)

BONUS FACTS:

You want to leave the country.

You have contacts in the airline industry who could help you travel undetected.

FURTHER:

You do not have the money to pay for the damages.  

(You have signed over your power of attorney to Jumal Knight, a leader of the Hu-Bu Cult)

(You have transferred all your assets, including bank accounts to the cult leader)

The surviving party involved in the accident has instigated Proceedings against you in Western Australia

(It is estimated that the cost is approximately $150,000 in medical expenses and personalty damage.)

(In the Philippines accident compensation is capped at AU$35,000)
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