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Norton Rose First Year Trial Advocacy Competition 2010


––––  Information for Associates  ––––

Thank you for agreeing to be an associate in the Norton Rose First Year Trial Advocacy Competition 2010. The associate is essential to the smooth running of the trial and we very much appreciate your help. During the trial, your role involves calling and swearing in witnesses, ensuring that time limits are strictly observed and making sure that everyone in the courtroom has everything they need. 

This information sheet is designed to explain your role and responsibilities during the trial. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the organisers. 

Responsibilities

· Associates should arrive at the Law Courtyard no later than 6:45 pm.

· Please ensure that you have a pen and an accurate watch for timekeeping.

· You should introduce yourself to the judge/magistrate at the start of the evening and offer to help with any problems that might arise.

· After the trial, you must collect the Assessment Sheets and return them, together with your timesheet, to the organisers, without revealing them to competitors.

Courtroom

· [image: image1.emf]Collect a carafe and 10 cups from the Blackstone Room: one each for the judge/magistrate, the four counsel, the four witnesses and yourself. One of your duties is to ensure that all participants have water during the trial.

· Please ensure that the courtroom is set up as indicated below:

Proceedings

· At 7 pm, when you have checked that the judge/magistrate and the competitors are ready to begin, you stand and say: 

Silence in Court. All stand please.

· The judge/magistrate enters and bows, and counsel will bow and sit down; you remain standing and say: 

In the Supreme Court of Western Australia, in the matter of ______________________________. Judge ___________ presiding.

· You then sit down, while senior counsel present their appearances.

· Throughout the remainder of the proceedings, your must hold up the warning cards at the appropriate times and record how long counsel speak, as indicated on the attached timesheet.

· When counsel calls a witness, you call out the witness’s name and escort the witness to the stand. While the witness remains standing, you say:

Please raise your right hand and repeat after me: 

I, [witness’s name], do swear by Almighty God that the evidence I shall give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God.

Please be seated.

· After the closing addresses, the judge/magistrate will announce an adjournment. You stand and say:

All stand please. This Court is now adjourned.

· The judge/magistrate and counsel will bow, and you escort the competitors and spectators outside. You should remain nearby, so that when the judge/magistrate is ready, you can gather the competitors and spectators inside. You stand and say: 

Silence in Court. All stand please.

· The judge/magistrate enters and counsel will bow and sit down, as do you. After the judge/magistrate has finished delivering his findings and speaking to the competitors, you stand and say:

All stand please. This Court is now adjourned.

You may now invite all judges, witnesses, participants and spectators to join the organisers in the Blackstone Room for refreshments.
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