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Norton Rose First Year Trial Advocacy  Competition 2010
––––  Information for Witnesses  ––––

Thank you for agreeing to be a witness in the Norton Rose First Year Trial Advocacy Competition 2010. Being a witness is essential to the competition and we very much appreciate your help. This information sheet is designed to explain your role and responsibilities during the trial. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the organisers. 

Responsibilities

· Witnesses should arrive at the Law Courtyard no later than 6 pm, when the organisers will give you your proof of evidence and allow you around 25 minutes to review it. 

· At 6:15 pm, you should return to the Blackstone Room to meet your counsel, who will interview you for around 30 minutes. At 6:45 pm, you should proceed to your allocated courtroom for the start of the trial.

· The competitors will join you in the courtroom at 7 pm. At no stage should the witnesses talk to each other prior to being joined by the competitors in the courtroom. 

Giving Evidence

· You will first be examined by your counsel and then cross-examined by counsel for the other side. There will be no re-examination.

· You may refer to your proof of evidence at any time during the trial, without leave of the court. However, the competition will be more interesting if you to do more than simply read the proof.

· You must adhere to your proof of evidence as closely as possible: you may not lie, contradict your proof or intentionally mislead counsel for either side. The judge and all the counsel have a copy of your proof of evidence.

· If you are asked a question, the answer for which cannot reasonably be inferred from your proof of evidence, you should answer “I don’t know.”

· Within these limits, you may create answers favourable or unfavourable to your side.

· You may embellish any characteristics outlined or suggested in the proof of evidence, through body language, accent, attitude or in other way that you feel is appropriate for the witness you are playing, as long as you maintain this for all counsel.

While you are free to depart after you have given evidence, if you do choose to watch the remainder of the trial, you are invited to join the judges, participants, spectators and organisers in the Blackstone Room for refreshments at the conclusion of the evening. 

