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Norton Rose First Year Trial Advocacy  Competition 2010

––––  Rules  ––––

Competitors and Eligibility
1. Subject to Rule 2, all students who, at the time of registration:

a) are Financial Ordinary Members of the Blackstone Society; 

b) commenced study in law within the last two years; and

c) are enrolled in:

i) Contract; 

ii) Criminal Law; or

iii) Torts;

may enter the competition, other than the Competitions Officer and the First Year Trial Advocacy Competition Coordinator and Organisers.

2. The Competitions Officer may at any time exclude a student from the competition in accordance with the Competitions Disqualification Policy.

3. Students compete in teams of two.

4. Students may register as reserves for the competition.

5. Competitors will conduct all research and preparation for the competition without assistance from any other person, aside from their co-competitor.

Competition Structure
6. Up to thirty two competitors compete in teams of two (sixteen teams in total)
7. Sixteen teams compete in Round I of the competition, eight in Round II, four in the Semi-Finals and two in the Grand Final.

8. In each round, teams are assigned to a court, and represent either the prosecution/plaintiff or the defendant.

9. In Rounds I and II, and the Semi-Finals the team that attains the higher score in each court advances to the following round.

10. The remaining teams are ranked on a reserve list according to their scores, and in the event that a team is unable to participate in the following round, that team’s position is filled by the team ranked highest on the reserve list.

a) those designated as senior counsel for the respondent in Round IA are designated as senior counsel for the appellant;

b) those designated as junior counsel for the appellant in Round IA are designated as junior counsel for the respondent; and

c) those designated as junior counsel for the appellant in Round IA are designated as junior counsel for the appellant.

Problem 
11. At 2 pm on the day before the trial, the First Year Trial Advocacy Coordinator and Organisers will email teams a brief containing:

a) details of the court, date and venue of the trial;

b) in a criminal matter, details of the charge and the defendant’s plea;

c) in a civil matter, details of the statement of claim and the defence; and

d) proofs of evidence for all four witnesses to be called at the trial.

12. Teams may not refer to substantive legal principles or legislation not detailed in the brief.

Conduct of the Trial
13. All trials commence at 7 pm.

14. Senior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff and defence will present appearances.

15. The trial will proceed as follows:

	Stage of Proceedings
	Maximum Duration

	Opening address for the prosecution/plaintiff (senior counsel)
	3 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by senior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	7 minutes

	Cross-examination by senior counsel for the defence
	10 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by junior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	7 minutes

	Cross-examination by junior counsel for the defence
	10 minutes

	Opening address for the defendant (senior counsel)
	3 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by senior counsel for the defence
	7 minutes

	Cross-examination by senior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	10 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by junior counsel for the defence
	7 minutes

	Cross-examination by junior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	10 minutes

	Closing address for the defence (junior counsel)
	3 minutes

	Closing address for the prosecution/plaintiff (junior counsel)
	3 minutes

	Adjournment and Feedback
	

	Approximate total:
	1.5 hours 


16. There will be no re-examination.

17. Counsel may object, and must state the grounds for their objection. Senior counsel may not object to questions put or evidence led by junior counsel, nor vice versa.

18. The maximum duration for each stage of proceedings, as indicated in Rule 40, must be strictly observed, and includes the time for making and responding to objections.

19. At each stage of the proceedings, the associate will display a warning sign when ‘2 minutes’ remain and at ‘Time’.

20. The associate will call witnesses and administer the oath.

21. Counsel will dress professionally but will not robe. Where all competitors agree, the Trial Advocacy Coordinator and Organisers may direct counsel to robe for the Grand Final.

22. Subject to these Rules, questions of procedure will be resolved in accordance with the Rules of the Supreme Court and questions of evidence in accordance with the law applicable in Western Australia.

Witnesses
23. Any person who is not a competitor in that round of the competition may act as a witness.

24. Teams must inform the Trial Advocacy Coordinator or Organisers of the names and contact details of the two people they have arranged to act as witnesses at least three days before the day of the trial.

25. Teams will not examine the people whom they have arranged to act as witnesses. Teams will be informed of the identity of their witnesses at 6:25 pm on the day of the trial.

26. Witnesses must adhere to their proof of evidence as closely as possible and may not lie, contradict their proof or intentionally mislead counsel for either side. 

27. Witnesses may at any time refer to their proof of evidence without leave of the court.

28. Witnesses will receive a copy of their proof of evidence at 6 pm on the day of the trial and will be accorded until 6:25 pm to review their proof of evidence.

29. Counsel will be permitted to interview their witness from 6:25 to 6:45 pm on the day of the trial.

Introduction to the judges
30. Prior to the commencement of the trial, all competitors will assemble at 6.50 pm before entering their court for a short introduction to their judges, which should end at approximately 6.55 pm. 

Judges and Assessment

31. A single judge or magistrate will preside at each trial.

32. Judges and magistrates will be judges, magistrates, legal practitioners, legal academics or others with a demonstrated experience in judging trial advocacy or witness examination competitions.

33. Judges and magistrates will award each team a score, as follows:

	Content
	Score

	Opening address (senior counsel)
	15 marks

	Examination-in-chief by senior counsel 
	30 marks

	Cross-examination by senior counsel 
	30 marks

	Manner and expression (senior counsel)
	25 marks

	Closing address (junior counsel)
	15 marks

	Examination-in-chief by junior counsel
	30 marks

	Cross-examination by junior counsel 
	30 marks

	Manner and expression (junior counsel)
	25 marks

	Total:
	200 marks


34. No draws are possible.

Complaints and Appeals, Penalties and Interpretation
35. All complaints and appeals concerning scoring and assessment or the organisation, administration and conduct of the competition must, within twenty-four hours of the matter giving rise to the complaint or appeal, be submitted to the Competitions Officer for determination.

36. In respect of any alleged breach of these Rules, the Competitions Officer will:

a) determine whether there has been a breach; and

b) determine what penalty, if any, is to be imposed for the breach.

37. All questions concerning the interpretation of these Rules must be submitted to the Competitions Officer for determination. These may be submitted by email directed to competitions@blackstone.asn.au. 
38. The Competitions Officer may at any time determine such amendments or additions to these Rules or other measures as may be necessary or convenient for the efficient organisation, administration or conduct of the competition.

39. All determinations made by the Competitions Officer in accordance with these Rules will be final and conclusive and binding on all competitors.

