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––––  Information for Judges (Oral Presentations)  ––––

Competition Structure

· Students compete individually, submitting and presenting a single paper.

· A single judge marks all the written papers.

· A panel of three judges presides at the oral presentations.

Assessment

· Judges are invited to evaluate the presentations by reference to their organisation, delivery, effectiveness and substantive content.

· Competitors may assume that the judges and the audience will be composed of legally literate people with a non-expert interest in the paper.
· We ask that each judge complete an assessment sheet for each presentation, which the organisers will collect. It is important that judges complete all sections of the Assessment Sheet, in order that we may accurately determine the competitors’ standing.

· The assessment sheet divides each team’s score of 100 marks into two sections: presentation (80 marks) and substance (20 marks).

· The assessment sheet incorporates a set of descriptive criteria, reflecting the standard expected of a paper whose overall score falls within one of four ranges: 50-60, 61-70, 71-85 and 86-100. In assessing a competitor’s performance, judges are not constrained to ticking criteria in a single range.

· The assessment sheet is designed as an overview only, and judges should feel to add their own comments on a competitor’s performance.

· The judges must determine a winner: no draws are possible. Each competitor’s final score is determined as follows:

	Content
	Score

	Written paper
	200 marks  

	Oral presentation (first judge) 
	100 marks

	Oral presentation (second judge)
	100 marks

	Oral presentation (third judge)
	100 marks

	Total:
	500 marks


Proceedings

· The competitor’s paper must form the substantive basis for the oral presentation. Judges will be provided with copies of each paper at least 7 days before the presentations.

· During the oral presentation, competitors will have access to a lectern, overhead projector, whiteboard, microphone and computer projection facilities.

· Competitors are responsible for setting up the equipment they intend to use during their oral presentations, and will be allowed up to 5 minutes to do so before delivering their presentations. 
· The maximum duration of each oral presentation is 15 minutes. There will be no interruptions or questions during the oral presentation. The time limits must be strictly observed, and competitors who fail to do so will be penalised.

· During the oral presentation, the Student Paper Coordinator and Organisers will display a warning sign indicating that ‘5 minutes’ remain, ‘2 minutes’ remain and ‘time’.

· For no more than 10 minutes following the oral presentation, judges and spectators may ask questions concerning the presentation. Judges have a discretion whether or not to take into account competitors’ responses to questions in assessing the oral presentations. 

· Depending on the number of presentations, there may be an intermission between presentations. At this time, and at the conclusion of the presentations, we invite all judges to join the competitors, spectators and organisers in the Blackstone Room for refreshments.

· Following the calculation of competitors’ final scores, there will be a short ceremony to announce the winner of the competition.

Once again, we are very grateful to you for agreeing to judge the oral presentation round of the Blake Dawson Student Paper Competition 2010. Without your time and effort, the competition simply would not be possible.
2

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]