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Blake Dawson Student Paper Competition 2008


––––  Information for Judges (Written Papers)  ––––

Competition Structure

· Students compete individually, submitting and presenting a single paper.

· A single judge marks all the written papers.

· A panel of three judges presides at the oral presentations.

Assessment

· The judge is invited to evaluate the written papers by reference to their originality, thought, content, structure, research, expression, style and presentation. The following specifications apply:

· The word limit must be between 3 000 and 5 000 words.

· The word count includes all the words in the text, including definite and indefinite articles, real nouns, headings and quotations. Footnotes are not included, provided that they are used only to give citations or other brief information. Explanatory footnotes may be used but must be included in the word count.

· The paper must conform to the Australian Guide to Legal Citation.

· Competitors may assume that the judges and the audience will be composed of legally literate people with a non-expert interest in the paper.
· We ask that the judge complete an assessment sheet for each paper, which the organisers will collect. It is important that the judge complete all sections of the Assessment Sheet, in order that we may accurately determine the competitors’ standing.

· The assessment sheet incorporates a set of descriptive criteria, reflecting the standard expected of a paper whose overall score falls within one of four ranges: 50-60, 61-70, 71-85 and 86-100. In assessing a team’s performance, the judge is not constrained to ticking criteria in a single range.

· The assessment sheet is designed as an overview only, and the judge should feel to add his or her own comments on the merits of a paper.

Once again, we are very grateful to you for agreeing to mark the written papers in the Blake Dawson Student Paper Competition 2010. Without your time and effort, the competition simply would not be possible. We would also like to invite you to attend the oral presentations, to be held on the 17th and 18th of May 2010.
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