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––––  Rules  ––––

Competitors and Eligibility

1. Subject to Rule 2, all students who are Financial Ordinary Members of the Blackstone Society at the time of registration may enter the competition, other than the Competitions Officer and the Student Paper Coordinator and Organisers.

2. The Competitions Officer may at any time exclude a student from the competition in accordance with the Competitions Disqualification Policy.

3. Students compete individually.

4. Competitors will conduct all research and preparation for the paper and the oral presentation without assistance from any other person.

Competition Structure

5. Each competitor submits and delivers an oral presentation of a paper at in accordance with these Rules.

6. Each competitor may submit and present only one paper.

7. Competitors may assume that the judges and the audience will be composed of legally literate people with a non-expert interest in the paper.

8. On or before the due date, competitors must submit to the Student Paper Coordinator and Organisers:

a) four copies of their paper in printed form, bound or stapled; and

b) one copy of their paper in electronic form:

i) in .doc or .rtf format; and

ii) by email; or

iii) on IBM formatted 3.5” diskette; and

c) a signed statement including the competitor’s:

i) name;

ii) telephone number;

iii) email address;

iv) Blackstone number; and

v) certification that the paper conforms to Rules 9 to 14.

Paper Specifications

9. Competitors may submit and present a paper on a subject of their choice connected with law or justice.

10. The maximum word limit is 5 000 words.

11. The minimum word limit is 3 000 words.

12. The word count includes all the words in the text including definite and indefinite articles, real nouns, headings and quotations. 

13. Footnotes are not included in the word count, provided that they are used only to give citations or other brief information. Explanatory footnotes may be used but must be included in the word count.

14. The paper must conform to the Australian Guide to Legal Citation.

Oral Presentations

15. The competitor’s paper must form the substantive basis for the oral presentation.

16. The maximum duration of each oral presentation is 15 minutes. 

17. There will be no interruptions or questions during the oral presentation.

18. During the oral presentation, the Student Paper Coordinator and Organisers will display a warning sign indicating that ‘5 minutes’ remain, ‘2 minutes’ remain and ‘time’.

19. For no more than 10 minutes following the oral presentation, judges and spectators may ask questions concerning the presentation. 

20. The following equipment will be available to competitors during the oral presentation:

a) a lectern;

b) an overhead projector;

c) a whiteboard;

d) a microphone; and

e) computer projection facilities.

21. Competitors may arrange with the Student Paper Coordinator and Organisers to inspect the venue and equipment prior to the oral presentations.

22. Competitors may not use equipment other than that specified in Rule 20 without the prior written consent of the Competitions Officer.

23. Competitors are responsible for setting up the equipment they intend to use during their oral presentations, and will be allowed up to 5 minutes to do so before delivering their presentations.

Judges and Assessment

24. A single judge will mark competitors’ written papers, awarding competitors a score out of 100 marks. This score will be doubled in calculating the final scores.

25. A panel of three judges will preside at the oral presentations. The panel may not include the judge who marked the competitors’ written papers. Each judge at the oral presentations will award competitors a score out of 100 marks.

26. Judges may, in their discretion, consider competitors’ responses to questions in awarding a score for the oral presentations.

27. Judges at the oral presentations will receive copies of competitors’ written papers at least 7 days before the presentations.

28. Judges will be judges, magistrates, legal practitioners, legal academics, or others with a demonstrated experience in paper presentation competitions.

29. Competitors will be awarded a final score as follows: 

	Content
	Score

	Written paper
	200 marks  

	Oral presentation (first judge) 
	100 marks

	Oral presentation (second judge)
	100 marks

	Oral presentation (third judge)
	100 marks

	Total:
	500 marks


30. No draw is possible.

Complaints and Appeals, Penalties and Interpretation

31. All complaints and appeals concerning scoring and assessment or the organisation, administration and conduct of the competition must, within twenty-four hours of the matter giving rise to the complaint or appeal, be submitted to the Competitions Officer for determination.

32. In respect of any alleged breach of these Rules, the Competitions Officer will:

a) determine whether there has been a breach; and

b) determine what penalty, if any, is to be imposed for the breach.

33. All questions concerning the interpretation of these Rules must be submitted to the Competitions Officer for determination. 

34. The Competitions Officer may at any time determine such amendments or additions to these Rules or other measures as may be necessary or convenient for the efficient organisation, administration or conduct of the competition.

35. All determinations made by the Competitions Officer in accordance with these Rules will be final and conclusive and binding on all competitors.
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