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Clayton Utz Trial Advocacy Competition 2010


––––  Information for Judges and Magistrates  ––––

Competition Structure

· Teams consist of senior and junior counsel. Only one team in each court advances to the following round of the competition.

· Two witnesses appear for each side. Each counsel conducts an examination-in-chief (10 min) and a cross-examination (15 min). There is no re-examination.

· Witnesses may at any time refer to their proof of evidence without leave of the court. 

· Senior counsel gives an opening (5 min) and junior counsel a closing address (5 min). 

· Judges and magistrates are requested to enforce the time limits strictly. No extensions are to be granted. The associate will warn counsel two minutes before their time expires. 

Assessment

· Judges and magistrates are invited to evaluate competitors’ advocacy skills and presentation, effectiveness in examination and cross-examination, organisation, knowledge of the facts and the law and overall persuasiveness. 

· We ask that judges and magistrates complete an assessment sheet for each competitor, which the associate will collect: no scores or winners should be announced at the trial.

· It is important that judges and magistrates complete all sections of the Assessment Sheet, in order that we may accurately determine which teams should advance to the next round of the competition.

· The assessment sheet divides each competitor’s score of 100 marks into four sections: opening/closing address (15 marks), examination-in-chief (30 marks), cross-examination (30 marks) and manner and expression (25 marks).

· The assessment sheet incorporates a set of descriptive criteria, reflecting the standard expected of a competitor whose overall score falls within one of four ranges: 50-60, 61-70, 71-85 and 86-100. In assessing a competitor’s performance, judges and magistrates are not constrained to ticking criteria in a single range.

· The assessment sheet is designed as an overview only, and judges and magistrates should feel free to add their own comments on a competitor’s performance.

· Judges and magistrates may not award the same total score to both teams: no draw is possible.

Judgment and Feedback

· While judges and magistrates are welcome to deliver their findings of fact and law as a matter of interest, this has no bearing on the results of the competition, and may be omitted in the interests of time.

· Judges and magistrates are also invited to offer constructive criticism following the trial: competitors are always grateful for comments and advice.

Proceedings

· The trial will proceed as follows:

	Stage of Proceedings
	Maximum Duration

	Announcement of Case
	

	Appearances
	

	Opening address for the prosecution/plaintiff (senior counsel)
	5 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by senior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	10 minutes

	Cross-examination by senior counsel for the defence
	15 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by junior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	10 minutes

	Cross-examination by junior counsel for the defence
	15 minutes

	Opening address for the defendant (senior counsel)
	5 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by senior counsel for the defence
	10 minutes

	Cross-examination by senior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	15 minutes

	Examination-in-chief by junior counsel for the defence
	10 minutes

	Cross-examination by junior counsel for the prosecution/plaintiff
	15 minutes

	Closing address for the defence (junior counsel)
	5 minutes

	Closing address for the prosecution/plaintiff (junior counsel)
	5 minutes

	Adjournment and Feedback
	

	Approximate total:
	2 hours


At the conclusion of the trial, we invite all judges/magistrates to join the competitors, witnesses, spectators and organisers in the Supreme Court foyer for refreshments.

Once again, we are very grateful to you for agreeing to act as a judge/magistrate in the Clayton Utz Trial Advocacy Competition 2009. Without your time and effort, the competition simply would not be possible.
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