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––––  Problem Guidelines  ––––

When problems are required

· In order to give the organisers time to check the problems and distribute them to competitors, problems should be emailed to the First Year Mooting Coordinator (Elizabeth Houghton, first.year.mooting@blackstone.asn.au) no later than one week before the round, as follows:

Rounds IA

Monday 30 August  
   
–  Monday 23 August





Tuesday 31 August   

–  Tuesday 24 August

Round IB

Monday 6 September






Tuesday 7 September

Quarter final 

Monday 20 September   
–  Monday 13 September

Semi-Final

Monday 11 October
   
–  Monday 4 October
Grand Final

Monday 18 October
   
–  Monday 11 October
· Note that the problem for Monday Round IA gets re-used for Monday Round IB, and the problem for Wednesday Round IA gets re-used for Wednesday Round IB.

Content of Problems

· Each problem should detail:

· the court in which the matter is to be heard (which will be the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court of Western Australia) and the names of the parties;

· the agreed facts and findings of the trial judge; 

· any relevant legislation (note that competitors are not permitted to rely on legislation unless it is specifically referred to in the problem); and

· the grounds of appeal, together with an indication that senior counsel are to argue the first ground of appeal and junior counsel the second.

· The problems must be limited to the following areas of law:

a) contract;

b) criminal law; and

c) tort.

· It is essential that the arguments be properly balanced. Problems may be closely based on actual cases, even well-known cases. The issue of damages should be ruled out.

· Note that competitors have only 15 minutes in which to present their arguments: the complexity of the problems should be pitched accordingly.
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