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Blake Dawson Student Paper Competition 2011

––––  Information for Competitors  ––––

The Blake Dawson Student Paper Competition 2011 affords students an opportunity to submit and present a paper on a subject of their choice connected with law or justice. The competition aims to encourage the pursuit of excellence in academic scholarship and to afford students the opportunity to develop their skills of research, analysis, communication, presentation and persuasive argument.

This information sheet is designed to provide a brief overview of the competition and the procedure for the competition, and to answer some of the more common questions that competitors may have. For further details on what is expected and the criteria for assessment, competitors should refer to the Assessment Sheet. All competitors should be familiar with the Rules of the competition and the Competitions Disqualification Policy.

The Competition

· The competition consists of the submission of a written paper and an oral presentation.

· The due date for submission of the written paper is:

Tuesday 10 May 2011
· The oral presentations will take place on:

Tuesday the 24th of May, and/or Wednesday the 25th of May 2011
· The programme for the oral presentations will be emailed to all competitors and published on the Blackstone website.

Paper and Preparation

· On or before the due date, competitors must submit to the Student Paper Coordinator:

a) four copies of their paper in printed form, bound or stapled; and

b) one copy of their paper in electronic form:

i) in .doc or .rtf format; and

ii) by email; or

iii) on IBM formatted 3.5” diskette; and

c) a signed statement including the competitor’s:

i) name;

ii) telephone number;

iii) email address;

iv) Blackstone number; and

v) certification that the paper conforms to Rules 9 to 14.

· You must ensure that your paper conforms to the specification set out in the Rules.

· The Australian Guide to Legal Citation (see Rule 14) is available in the reference section of the Law Library and online at http://mulr.law.unimelb.edu.au/go/aglc. 
· Your paper must include appropriate references and a bibliography.
Procedure at the Oral Presentations

· The competitor’s paper must form the substantive basis for the oral presentation. Judges will be provided with copies of each paper.

· During the oral presentation, competitors will have access to a lectern, overhead projector, whiteboard, microphone and computer projection facilities.

· Competitors are responsible for setting up the equipment they intend to use during their oral presentations, and will be allowed up to 5 minutes to do so before delivering their presentations. 
· The maximum duration of each oral presentation is 15 minutes. There will be no interruptions or questions during the oral presentation. The time limits must be strictly observed, and competitors who fail to do so will be penalised.

· During the oral presentation, the Student Paper Coordinator will display a warning sign indicating that ‘5 minutes’ remain, ‘2 minutes’ remain and ‘time’.

· For no more than 10 minutes following the oral presentation, judges and spectators may ask questions concerning the presentation. The judges have a discretion to consider competitors’ responses to questions in assessing the oral presentations.

· Depending on the number of presentations, there may be an intermission between presentations. At this time, and at the conclusion of the presentations, we invite all judges to join the competitors, spectators and organisers for refreshments.
· Following the calculation of competitors’ final scores, there will be a short ceremony to announce the winner of the competition.

Assessment

· A single judge marks each written paper.

· A panel of three judges presides at the oral presentations.
· All judges will complete an Assessment Sheet for competitor. The Assessment Sheet is designed to ensure that all papers are judged against the same criteria, and to afford the judge an opportunity to suggest areas in which competitors may improve. Assessment Sheets will be available for teams to collect once the results of the competition have been announced.

· The final score for each paper and presentation is calculated as follows:

	Content
	Score

	Written paper
	200 marks  

	Oral presentation (first judge) 
	100 marks

	Oral presentation (second judge)
	100 marks

	Oral presentation (third judge)
	100 marks

	Total:
	500 marks


Complaints and Appeals

· Any complaints or appeals must be submitted to the Competitions VP for determination within twenty-four hours of the matter giving rise to the complaint or appeal.

Dress

· Competitors should dress professionally, as appropriate for the formal presentation environment. Essentially this means dress conservatively – a suit or neat skirt/trousers and collared shirt for women and suit, shirt and tie for men. 
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