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Guide

i

AFH was created to help you with the difficult task of selecting your units for the 
coming year, and preparing for the next round of core units. We took your experiences 
and pulled them together to give you an insight into the subjects you are about to study. 

For some units we received many responses, and for others only a few. Please keep this 
in mind as you read through the student impressions and tips for each unit.

What does this Handbook give you?

Unit Info (Sidebar) — Basic unit information including the name, code, course and 
study period.

Quick Guide — This table lets you quickly see the essential attributes of the unit, like 
whether it has an exam or group assignment, and whether lectures are recorded.
A p means the unit has the attribute, while a X means the opposite.

Unit Summary — A quick, unit outline-style summary of the course’s content. 

Unit Details — Contact information for the unit coordinator, class times, pre-requisites 
for the unit, and links to the Unit Outline and Handbook entries, in case you want a bit 
more info.

Graphs — Students ranked the units for Enjoyment, Workload and Difficulty. The 
number of students who gave each response is represented by the graphs. These are 
only shown where more than 5 responses were received.

Student Impressions — We have taken the key points from the survey responses to 
provide an overview of how students felt about the unit. Here you can find things like 
hints about assessments, suggestions regarding textbooks, and what students did or did 
not like about the unit.

Student Tips — Some useful tips for tackling the unit, and some resources which you 
may find handy or interesting. These can also give you an idea of the course’s content.

Coordinator’s Comment — Each Coordinator has the chance to tell us why their unit 
is awesome and why they think it will be useful to study. Some also gave a great case 
or interesting article which gives a good idea of the unit’s content.

What information is provided?

Where units had no survey results, only the unit information is provided. Where a JD 
option unit running for the first time has an LLB equivalent, that summary is linked.

For most units, the 2015 Unit Outlines have not been released. To publish before the 
enrolment deadline, we have used the information available in 2014 Outlines and 2015 
UWA Handbook pages. Some details may change in 2015, and we will continue to up-
date the Handbook. If in doubt, please contact your Unit Coordinators.

Why don’t some units have all the details?



Acknowledgments

ii

Eloise likes chocolate, dogs and long 
walks on the beach more chocolate. 
She wrote and edited innumerable unit 
summaries, thought up great new ways 
to make the Handbook easy to use and 
enjoyable to read, and has been wonderful 
to work with over this past month.

I’ve admired her obsession with 
spreadsheets, her attention to detail, and 
her ability to write really long emails.

I can’t thank her enough.

I’m your friendly Ed VP, and (other than 
that Consumer Law assignment) this has 
been my first project for 2015. It’s been 
great to keep working on AFH to make it 
comprehensive, and to release it in time 
for enrolment.

I handled the design and any other tasks 
that needed to be done.

If you notice an inaccuracy, or would like 
to give feedback, please contact me at: 
educationvp@blackstone.asn.au

Eloise Langoulant
AFH Director

Chris Burch
Education VP

Thank you to my Sub-committee 
members, Maddie and Matt, for their 
help summarising and editing surveys, 
reviewing the design and information, and 
providing great ideas for this excellent 
publication.

Maddie Mulholland
LLB Education Rep

Matthew Clark
JD Education Rep

Thank you to all the Committee members 
who summarised student surveys and 
provided ideas and other help as we put 
the Handbook together.

Credit goes to the 2014 Education 
Sub-committee for re-designing and ad-
ministering the surveys that provided all 
the student impressions in this Handbook.

Thank you to Callum, Aleks, Ralph and 
Val.

2015 Blackstone Committee2014 Education Sub-committee

Thank you to all those students who filled 
in surveys despite being inundated over 
weeks 12 and 13 of both 2014 semesters. 
The information you’ve provided will be 
truly helpful to all law students.

Thank you to the Unit Coordinators who 
have provided comments and interesting 
resources — it’s great to have your input  
for this Handbook.

Students

Unit Coordinators

mailto:educationvp@blackstone.asn.au


LLB Core Units
 Semester 1
  Administrative Law I   —  3
  Evidence   —  —  5
  Commercial Practice —  —  7
  Procedure (Full year) —  —  9
 Semester 2
  Administrative Law II   —  11
  Constitutional Law II   —  13
  Corporations Law  —  —  15
  Legal Theory and Ethics   —  17
LLB Option Units
 Semester 1
  Advanced Torts  —  —  21
  Insurance Law  —  —  23
  International Trade Law   —  25
  Legislation in Practice —  —  27
  Public International Law   —  29
  Corporate Insolvency —  —  31
  Environmental Law  —  —  32
 Semester 2
  Conflict of Laws  —  —  33
  Consumer Law  —  —  35 
  Indigenous Peoples and the Law  —  37
  Introduction to Intellectual Property —  39
  Introduction to Family Law  —  41
  Law and Religion  —  —  43
  Mining and Energy Law   —  45
  Succession   —  —  47
  Income Taxation Law —  —  49
 Intensive
  Advanced Evidence and Proof  —  51
  Alternative Dispute Resolution  —  53
  Employment Law  —  —  55
  Forensic Advocacy  —  —  56
  International Commercial Arbitration —  57
  Unjust Enrichment and Restitution —  58
  Negotiation and Mediation   —  59
  Personal Property  —  —  60
Joint Units
 Research
  Law Review   —  —  65
  Supervised Research —  —  66
  Honours and Advanced Legal Research —  67

Contents

iii



 Mooting
  Jessup    —  —  68
JD Core Units
 Semester 1
  Legal Process  —  —  71
  Criminal Law  —  —  73
  Contract Law   —  —  75
  Property Law   —  —  77
  Constitutional Law  —  —  79
  Administrative Law  —  —  81
  Equity & Trusts  —  —  83
  Evidence   —  —  85
  Commercial Practice —  —  86
 Semester 2
  Torts  —  —  —  87
  Land Law   —  —  89
  Foundations of Public Law   —  91
  Corporations Law  —  —  93
  Remedies   —  —  95
  Legal Theory and Ethics   —  97
  Dispute Resolution  —  —  99
  Procedure   —  —  100 
JD Option Units
 Semester 1
  Corporate Insolvency   —  103
  Insurance Law  —  —  104
  Legislation in Practice   —  105
  Public International Law   —  106
 Semester 2
  Comparative Law  —  —  107
  Consumer Law  —  —  108
  Family Law   —  —  109
  Income Taxation Law   —  110
  Intellectual Property Law   —  111
  International Environmental Law  —  112
  Legal Internship  —  —  113
  Mining and Energy Law   —  114
 Intensive
  Advanced Evidence and Proof  —  115
  International Commercial Arbitration —  116
  Negotiation and Mediation   —  117
  Personal Property  —  —  118
  Unjust Enrichment and Restitution —  119

iv

Contents





Core
Units

LLB



Unit Summary
Administrative Law I covers the principles and procedures of regulating the de-
cisions of the Executive (government agencies and public officials) taken under 
legislation or prerogative powers. The unit looks specifically at how these deci-
sions affect the rights and interests of individuals. The unit covers the grounds of 
judicial review and other review processes.

Administrative Law I is a core unit and is typically paired with Administrative 
Law II over two consecutive semesters.

Quick Guide
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Administrative 
Law I

LAWS3385
LLB
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Rating — Where 1 is ‘Low’ and 5 is ‘High’

WorkloadEnjoyment Difficulty

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Ambelin Kwymullina
 Email:  ambelin.kwaymullina@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2907
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3385/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3385

Optional Assignment
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http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3385


This unit will be most enjoyable for those interested in government and decision 
making, but is quite dry, and is generally identified as one of the “less fun” units 
because it is quite conceptually hard.
 
This unit often has guest lecturers with different lecture styles because of the 
breadth and detail of content covered. Many students found this meant the lectures 
didn’t really “come together” and they gained more from tutorials and readings.

Students should complement the lectures with additional research through the 
textbook, cases, etc. Many students identified that the best way to get through this 
unit is to read key sections of judgments in the texts and attend the tutorials — be 
organised and seek to put everything “together” outside of lectures.

Student Impressions
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As was once said by that great philosopher ... Spiderman ... “with great power comes 
great responsibility.” Administrative law concerns the nature of, and limits upon, 
government power.

It will be very helpful to you in the event of a zombie apocalypse. No, seriously. 
That’s because Administrative Law teaches you about the nature of government and 
how to achieve ideals associated with good government. So should we ever need to 
rebuild society, this is a subject that will come in very handy.

Students will find Administrative Law helpful to understanding government regu-
lation and decision-making in many other subject areas – such as environment and 
natural resources law where administrative law often forms the basis of legal chal-
lenges to decisions.

One case to read: 
Neat Domestic Trading Pty Ltd v AWBI Pty Ltd (2003) 216 CLR 277

Coordinator’s Comment

Administrative 
Law I

LAWS3385
LLB

S1 — Core

Student Tips
There is a lot of content and — more than other units — it is important to stay up 
to date with the course and to work constantly through the semester.

This is a unit where buying the textbook is definitely helpful to explain concepts, 
particularly the text by Lane and Young. 

Attend tutorials and do the optional assignment because the content is quite chal-
lenging, so any opportunity to solidify your knowledge should be taken!



Unit Summary
This unit examines the law of evidence in Western Australia. It covers the func-
tions of the judge and jury, the principles and rules relating to the burden of proof, 
the means of proof, and the admissibility of evidence. 

The course will provide students with a basic understanding of the common law 
and the main pieces of legislation dealing with the law of evidence. The emphasis 
in the unit is on the common law and the Evidence Act 1906 (WA).

Quick Guide
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Evidence
LAWS3310
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Kate Offer
 Email:  kate.offer@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 4635
Class-time:  Lectures:  1 x 2 hour + 1 x 1 hour
   Tutorials:  1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Criminal Law I + II

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3310/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3310

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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All students who provided feedback on this unit enjoyed it. The lecturing style is 
highly praised by all students. Although some find the lecturer’s explanations a 
little confusing sometimes, all  feel that Kate works very hard to get difficult con-
cepts across to you however she can. 

Many students found the content of this unit quite difficult, and recommended 
reading the key cases — which are easily identifiable from the lectures. Students 
stated that cases are especially useful when they involve detailed discussion of 
the legislation, as the Act can be confusing. Students also recommended reading 
the lecturer’s summaries of the sections of the Act alongside the actual sections. 
These summaries can help you understand the complex sections that you need to 
be familiar with. 

A few students did not find the textbook helpful, especially due to the fact that it 
covers all the Australian jurisdictions, of which WA is a special snowflake. 
Some students mentioned the tutorials as being quite helpful in understanding how 
to structure answers to problem questions.

Student Impressions
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Evidence is essentially about the ‘rules of engagement in court’ and answering the 
following question; “What material can be offered in court to enable the fact-finder 
to reach a decision on the matters at the heart of the case before it?” We cover a 
wide range of topics; hearsay, relevance, opinion evidence, privilege and compe-
tence and compellability. Evidence can be a difficult subject to study. Some of the 
principles can be tricky and Evidence is not linear; it tends to loop around on itself 
a bit, which can make it somewhat challenging when you come at it for the first 
time. But it is interesting and it’s about as central to the practice of law as you can 
get as cases are won or lost on the basis of the actual evidence presented in court. 

This is a compulsory unit, of course, but if you are interested in pursuing a career in 
corporate litigation or criminal advocacy, you will find a thorough understanding of 
the principles of this unit very important for your future career. 
For pre-reading, you can find some interesting articles on The Conversation (http://
www.theconversation.com) about evidence-related issues. The Law Report’s web-
site at http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lawreport/ is also a good site 
to dig in and see what the current controversies are. You can also flick through the 
textbook before the course begins to get an idea of what the course is about (I hear 
the authors are REALLY good-looking).

Coordinator’s Comment

Evidence
LAWS3310

LLB
S1 — Core

Student Tips
A student suggested holding out on buying the recommended text, as Kate Offer 
is currently writing a WA-focused textbook. The flowcharts and lecture materials 
provided by the lecturer were found to be very useful.

http://www.theconversation.com
http://www.theconversation.com
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lawreport/


Unit Summary
This unit covers general commercial practice and conveyancing with an emphasis 
on practical exercises and drafting. It begins with an intensive course on plain 
English writing, and basic principles of legal writing. The unit includes a consid-
eration of property transactions, settlement and registration; securities (mortgages 
and charges); leases; formation, sale and purchase of business organisations (com-
panies and partnerships); duties; and the general drafting of letters and documents 
in these areas, as well as client interviewing.

Quick Guide
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Tracey Atkins
 Email:  tracey.atkins@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 7096
Class-time:  Lectures:  1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials:  1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Contract I+II, Torts I+II, Property I+II, Trusts

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4030/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4030

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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Students felt this unit taught skills valuable for practice — not just commercial 
practice — such as writing professional letters and drafting parts of contracts or 
legislation. Many students felt the lecture materials were very informative, and 
attending lectures was highly recommended. However, students warned against 
relying purely on the lectures when preparing for assessments. The extra notes on 
LMS were found to be very helpful, as they provided examples of ways to draft 
different kind of documents. The tutorials were also found to be very useful by 
many students, as they gave guidance on how to complete the assessments, as 
well as an insight into how things are done in the profession. Andrea Keri was 
mentioned as a very good tutor. 

A lot of students advised becoming familiar with the assessment structure early 
on — especially which submitted assignments are marked and which are not — as 
the unit requires a pass mark to be achieved in every assessment item. Many stu-
dents suggested contacting the Unit Coordinator directly about any ambiguities in 
the assessment structure. Many students found the assessment structure difficult 
to understand and disliked that parts of the mid-semester test and final exam were 
apparently not based purely on the material covered in the lectures.

Student Impressions
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Commercial
Practice

LAWS4030
LLB

S1 — Core

Student Tips
Some students used Landgate practice guides and many used the extra handouts 
provided by guest lecturers. One student found Language for Lawyers to be very 
useful for improving their writing style. Some students suggested using the Land-
gate and Supreme Court websites to complement other study for this unit.

Useful Resources:
www.landgate.wa.gov.au/corporate.nsf/web/Freehold+Land+Registration+Forms 
(for all of the forms which are required for the portfolio assessments)

A few different documents and guides which could be found online were helpful as 
examples of how to conduct effective legal writing:
http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415487153/files/Drafting_exercises.pdf
http://guides.library.vu.edu.au/content.php?pid=210187&sid=2288079



Unit Summary
This course examines the procedure and practice relating to the conduct of civil 
litigation in courts, from the investigation of a claim and commencement of pro-
ceedings to appeal. 
There is also discussion of case-flow management principles; operation of the 
Crime and Misconduct Commission (CMC) list; disposal of an action without tri-
al; preparation and entry for trial; conduct of the trial, judgement, costs, enforce-
ment of judgements and appeals.

Quick Guide
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  John Fiocco
 Email:  john.fiocco@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2951
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Contract I+II, Torts I+II, Property I+II, Equity

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4021/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4021

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-year Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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All hail Fiocco!

Procedure is viewed as the capstone unit for the UWA Law School. It assumes 
you understand substantive law and know when to sue people. Procedure as a unit 
is about how to sue people; right from knowing which jurisdiction to commence 
your proceedings in, to appealing the costs order, and everything in between. It’s 
the unit that everyone does and no-one fails. It is probably the single most useful 
course you will study if you are serious about practising law. 

Students found it easy to become complacent about the unit, especially with the 
lack of a first semester exam. It is important to remember that this is a 12 point 
unit and the second semester exam is heavily weighted. Students all recommended 
keeping up to date with the unit — attend the lectures and tutorials, and make sure 
you start your papers early on. One student even went so far to say “Study, do not 
leave it to the last minute. Just don’t. You will hate life.”

Many students found that Cairns’ Australian Civil Procedure is probably the most 
useful/realistic resource to get your hands on.

All student responses demonstrate that students look back on procedure fondly. 
Students generally found that it is far less daunting if you stay organised and dis-
ciplined throughout the year.

Student Impressions
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Procedure
LAWS 4021/2

LLB
Full Year

Core

Student Tips
Chip away at this unit. Keep up to speed and make sure you don’t get behind. It’s 
nearly impossible to recover from that. 

DON’T PANIC

The full-year unit will not be run for LLBs after 2015. Doing this unit in 2015 
cannot be encouraged enough.



Unit Summary
Administrative Law II offers largely the same content as Administrative Law I. 
So if you enjoyed that, you’re going to love this. Everything from Administrative 
Law I is back — with migration issues, ministerial rubber stamps, licences and 
decisions all re-occurring;  making you feel like you’ve read the case before. Ad-
ministrative Law II introduces new complexities to the review of governmental 
action across state and federal jurisdictions, and covers statutory and general law 
grounds of review.

Quick Guide

11

Administrative 
Law II

LAWS 3386
LLB

S2 — Core
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Alex Gardner
 Email:  alex.gardner@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2483
Class-time:  Lectures: 2 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Administrative Law I

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3386/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3386

Optional Assignment
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It was some of the complex pre-requisites and conflicting avenues of review that 
led students to find this unit generally difficult. However, if you make good use 
of the available resources it does not take long to get your head around these con-
cepts. 

The topics covered in Administrative Law II can be complex, but they are not 
particularly dense. That is why students generally consider the workload to be 
average. Fortnightly tutorials, an optional assignment and two hours of lectures 
per week is almost the perfect mix — allowing you to learn the content without 
feeling swamped.

Throughout the unit, the reading guides provide a clear list of which cases will 
come up in tutorials and the exam. Students found that other content, such as study 
guides and flow charts given out throughout the year, can give you an idea of what 
you need to know for the exam.
Students felt that the unit is run well, and the changing lecturers keep the content 
feeling fresh. 

Student Impressions
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Administrative 
Law II

LAWS 3386
LLB

S2 — Core

Student Tips
Listen Closely Early — Administrative Law II is the kind of unit where new con-
tent builds upon old, rather than settling in distinct sections. Pay attention during 
the introductory weeks, especially for topics on Pre-requisites and Remedies. 
These are the foundation for the majority of the unit’s content.

Don’t forget Administrative Law I — It’s important to keep in mind some of the 
key elements of Administrative Law I (especially Jurisdiction and Judicial Re-
view) as these topics return in Administrative Law II.

Do the Optional Assignment — The optional assignment is redeemable. This 
means it only counts towards your final mark if it improves it. Because students 
tend to do well in it, they consider it a way to get a “confirmed kill” going into the 
exam.

The Creyke and McMillan text is the more complex of the two recommended. It is 
useful for case extracts that in most cases overlap with the suggested case readings.

Past students have found Lane and Young useful. It gives a simple overview that 
can help you get your head around the content. This book will also follow the 
lecture material closely — meaning that if you miss anything important, Lane and 
Young will be the place to go to find it.



Unit Summary
This unit considers the legislative and fiscal powers of the Federal government 
under the Commonwealth Constitution. Also examined are the limitations — ex-
press and implied — that operate on Federal and State power. These includes the 
Kable principle, and the implied freedom of political communication.

Quick Guide
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Murray Wesson
 Email:  murray.wesson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3440
Class-time:  Lectures: 2 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Constititional Law I, Faculty Approval

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4401/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4401
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Overall, students stressed the importance of independent study to supplement lec-
tures. Murray Wesson was said to be a fantastic lecturer, and Jim Thomson was 
similarly easy to follow if you accept his “somewhat strange mode of organisa-
tion”. 

The unit was slightly easier and more interesting than Constitutional Law I. It also 
covered material that is fundamental to law in Australia.

While the lectures are thorough, both texts are useful for study in separate parts of 
the course. Both should be considered to see which you prefer. Castan provides the 
material in a more concise manner, while Blackshield gives extended case extracts 
and thorough analysis. Many students found the Joseph and Castan text to be very 
useful, and some said students should read this first and go to Blackshield & Wil-
liams if you want more detail.

Students found tutorials provided an opportunity to practically apply and engage 
with the content. There is a large amount of material to prepare, and students 
suggested it is useful to go beyond content provided in lectures. Students said 
you should engage with the unit because if you pay attention to the ‘big’ concepts 
taught it is a very interesting unit, and worthwhile to give some thought to.

Student Impressions
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Constitutional
Law II

LAWS4401
LLB

S2 — Core

Student Tips
Lectures Are Not Enough — Students will have to engage in a significant amount 
of independent reading. Keep up to date with the content, and use lectures as a 
springboard for private study. Relying on lectures will be insufficient.



Unit Summary
The unit’s content not only includes essential knowledge of the corporate sphere 
that we, as future lawyers, will have to understand — it also features exciting and 
interesting cases of corporate fraud, espionage and severed liability that makes the 
caseload interesting reading. Corporations Law’s content is deep, and the textbook 
is thick with “bible”-style wafer-thin pages.
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Robert Cunningham
 Email:  robert.cunningham@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2952
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials:  1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Contract II, Torts II

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3322/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3322

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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Corporations Law can seem daunting at first, especially once you realise the Act 
has over 1500 sections. Students without a a pre-existing understanding of corpo-
rate functions did initially find the unit’s language difficult, however these fears 
were largely overcome as the content was explained.

The unit is difficult; there is no doubt about that. However, students did find the 
unit enjoyable. Students stated that your workload for the unit is largely up to you. 
The content is not incredibly complex, however, there is a lot to learn. Students 
generally felt that this unit really rewards you for how much effort you put in. 

Robert Cunningham, the Unit Coordinator, has an “anti-reading guide” philos-
ophy, and instead bases the unit around Ford’s Principles of Corporations Law. 
The course, rather than being lecture-based content, focuses on the prescribed 
chapters in this text book. Lectures are used to elaborate or clarify sections of the 
text. Students found that, with no topic outlines and limited PowerPoint slides, the 
undeniably dense textbook is the most useful resource. 

Corporations Law is a core law unit, so there is no avoiding it. Students generally 
found that if you are prepared to treat this unit with the respect it deserves there 
should be nothing to fear.

Student Impressions
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Corporations Law
LAWS3322

LLB
S2 — Core

Student Tips
While not essential, a basic understanding of terms such as securities, shares, in-
solvency, etc. will keep you from getting lost in a wave of commercial jargon. 

Think about the unit as a whole, rather than individual topics. An understanding 
of how the topics and concepts interact with one another is essential for the exam.

An annotated copy of the legislation can be extremely helpful throughout the unit.
Having the act in physical form is necessary due to its arduous length.



Unit Summary
This unit examines the role of the lawyer in the legal profession and wider so-
ciety through the study of legal theory and legal professional ethics. It explores 
the framework of laws, professional rules and institutions governing legal pro-
fessional ethics in Western Australia, in the context of both litigation advocacy 
and commercial practice, as well as the background and rationale for professional 
ethics. The unit also involves discussion of the major legal theorists of the last few 
centuries, whose theories ask how and why judges make the decisions they do.
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Holly Cullen
 Email:  holly.cullen@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3441
Class-time:  Lectures: 2 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Contract II, Criminal Law II, Torts II,
   Property II, Equity

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4404/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4404

Optional Assignment
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End-of-semester Exam
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Some students felt that some lectures did not conceptually link together, while 
others felt that there was quite a lot of overlap in the content. Students thought 
Murray Wesson was a great lecturer (“the god of everything”). Guest lecturers 
take many of the ethics lectures, talking about their specialty such as the Legal 
Practice Board, Criminal Prosecution, etc. For that part of the unit, the reader is 
very helpful. These lectures were generally not recorded

The Assignment was a case note and policy question on the ethics part of the 
course, and should be started early. The best answers had a strong focus on the 
case referred to in the question.

Some students highly recommended the Dal Pont book (Lawyer’s Professional 
Responsibility), others felt that the Wacks text (Understanding Jurisprudence) was 
the most useful, or that the unit reader was all they needed to supplement the lec-
tures. One student mentioned Jonathan Crowe’s Nutshell to Legal Theory.

Some students found the tutorials to be very helpful, especially as the exam was 
based on the tutorial materials. Many students advised that keeping on top of the 
theory readings is very important, as this conceptually dense area was difficult to 
get the hang of all in one go, especially without reading other surrounding sources.

Student Impressions
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Legal Theory
and Ethics

LAWS4404
S2 — Core

Student Tips
You can get a better understanding by starting with these resources:
Theory topics: http://www.iep.utm.edu/
Legal positivism: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/legal-positivism/
Hart-Fuller debate: 
http://sixthformlaw.info/01_modules/other_material/law_and_morality/07_hart_
fuller.htm

The best exam prep seemed to be to make essay plans, or even write practice-es-
says based on old exam papers or tutorial questions.

http://www.iep.utm.edu/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/legal-positivism/
http://sixthformlaw.info/01_modules/other_material/law_and_morality/07_hart_fuller.htm
http://sixthformlaw.info/01_modules/other_material/law_and_morality/07_hart_fuller.htm




Option
Units

LLB



Unit Summary
This unit takes the study of Torts to an advanced level. Topics covered include 
wrongful birth and wrongful life, privacy, personal injury and limitation periods, 
advanced psychiatric injury and strict liability. The unit is truly an advanced unit, 
in that students are encouraged to use the lectures as a basis for their own reading 
and research.
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Advanced Torts 
Law

LAWS2209
LLB

S1 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Peter Handford
 Email:  peter.handford@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2958
Class-time:  Lectures: 2 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour (Weeks 1-9)

Pre-requisites: Torts I+II

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS2209/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS2209

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment
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Closed-book Exam

Assessment
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Students highly enjoyed the unit and found the lectures to be “really interesting, 
well-organised and easy to follow”. One student said, “students are unbelievably 
privileged to be taught by Professor Peter Handford, who is such an accomplished 
and reputable individual”.

This unit requires a considerable time commitment, in terms of the lecture atten-
dance mark and the two research essays. However, these essays provide a good 
opportunity to hone your researching skills. 

Students generally found the lectures and textbooks to be the most useful resourc-
es, but it is expected that students will go beyond these sources for their learning 
in this unit.

Student Impressions
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Advanced Torts 
Law

LAWS2209
LLB

S1 — Option

Student Tips
This unit requires a time commitment - but the lectures are worth going to!



Unit Summary
This unit covers the key concepts associated with general insurance as a risk trans-
fer/loss spreading arrangement. It included analysis of the common law and rel-
evant equitable principles, and close examination of the Insurance Contracts Act 
1984 (Cwlth).
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Insurance Law
LAWS3383
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Greg Pynt
 Email:  gregory.pynt@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 6000
Class-time:  Seminars: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3383/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3383
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Students found that Greg Pynt’s textbook — Australian Insurance Law: a First 
Reference — was absolutely necessary to understanding the content of the unit. 
This is especially advisable as Greg is the unit coordinator, and having the book 
gives an insight into his approach to the content. One student even went so far as 
to say “do not attempt this unit without the textbook”.

Students seemed to find this unit to be quite enjoyable, but also quite difficult. One 
rather succinct student summed it up like so: “Really enjoyable unit. Interesting 
topics. But Hard. Lots of work.”.

Students should note that Greg Pynt published a 3rd edition of the textbook at 
the end of 2014, so they may not be able to purchase the textbook second-hand. 
Consult your unit outline to see the edition of the textbook that the lecturer rec-
ommends. 

In the past, the assessment for this unit has included a group presentation on a top-
ic that is not covered in the lectures, making the textbook all the more important. 
The major assignment was found by some students to be harder than expected and 
getting on to it early is advised.

Student Impressions
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Insurance Law
LAWS3383

LLB
S1 — Option

Student Tips
One student found the Lexis Nexis commentary to be quite useful in this unit.



Unit Summary
This unit examines a number of legal issues arising in typical international trading 
transactions, particularly international sales. Among the matters discussed are dis-
pute settlement in relation to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
and the World Trade Organisation (WTO); the Vienna Convention on internation-
al sales; the contract of carriage; financing of international trade; and the legal 
consequences of different forms of trading abroad.
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Robert Cunningham
 Email:  robert.cunningham@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2952
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3319/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3319
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This unit received great reviews, despite most students finding it moderately dif-
ficult. “Trade Law is quite a conceptually challenging unit, but if you keep up to 
date with the workload then you get a lot out of it. It is a lot for an elective unit, 
though — you’ve got to be willing to do a bit of work.”

This unit largely focuses on WTO disputes and trade problems between countries. 
“The WTO agreements are complicated, but the concepts are not hard to grasp.” 
Students found the content very interesting, but some self-teaching is required.

A few students mentioned that this unit is especially good if you have a commerce 
or economics background, or an interest in international affairs.

The somewhat unusual ‘choose-your-own-adventure’ assessment structure re-
ceived rave reviews. Students have the option to write a research paper or reflec-
tive blog, give an oral case presentation, or present a moot. Responses showed 
that students enjoyed being able to choose the assessment style which suited their 
strengths and other assessment commitments.

Robert Cunningham received very positive reviews from students for his lectures. 
Students found that the lectures provided a lot of the necessary information, but 
the required textbook was also very useful.

Student Impressions
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International Trade 
Law

LAWS3319
LLB

S1 — Option

Student Tips
It’s important not to fall behind in this unit. If you keep up to date with lectures and 
prepare well for tutorials, then you will get a lot out of classes.



Unit Summary
This unit covers how legislation is made and how it should be read, interpreted 
and applied with an emphasis on practical considerations. The topics discussed 
include the legislative process, drafting, interpretation principles, the relationship 
between statutes and common law, how to use extrinsic materials, and the differ-
ences in the interpretation of non-statutory instruments. Lectures from practising 
lawyers on drafting and interpretation are incorporated.
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Jacinta Dharmananda
 Email:  jacinta.dharmananda@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3955
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials:  1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Constitutional Law I

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS
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This is a well-organised unit that students quite enjoyed — it was highly recom-
mended in all responses. While some students suggested that the unit is somewhat 
dry, all agreed that the lecturer succeeds in making the unit interesting, enjoyable 
and easy to follow. “The unit is challenging and interesting without being stress-
fully so.”

Preparing for and attending the tutorials is advisable, as these are useful for exam 
preparation and for consolidating your learning throughout the semester. Attending 
the lectures, which are not recorded, is widely recommended — and this shouldn’t 
be difficult, as Jacinta Dharmananda is commended for being a great teacher.

Students found that the course reader had “everything you really need”, as long 
as you attend the lectures and tutorials. One student suggested using the lecture 
outlines when writing exam notes, as they provide a step by step guide of what you 
need to know and where to get more information on the topics. 

Overall, this unit received rave reviews. All students felt that the skills gained in 
this unit were invaluable, for both future work in the profession and for enhanced 
understanding in other units. 

“Extremely useful, essential content which every law student should know.”

Student Impressions
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Legislation in
Practice

LAWS3320
LLB

S1 — Option

Student Tips
Go to the lectures — they aren’t recorded and Jactina makes the (potentially dry) 
content interesting.

The unit reader and lecture notes was said to have basically all the information 
you need. The recommended textbook was useful in reaffirming and clarifying 
information that was covered in lectures.



Unit Summary
This unit covers the nature, structure, sources and subjects of public international 
law, municipal law, the law of treaties, state responsibility, jurisdiction and indi-
vidual criminal responsibility in international law.
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Public 
International Law

LAWS3354
LLB

S1 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Holly Cullen
 Email:  holly.cullen@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3441
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3354/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3354
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Students found this to be a great unit for people interested in politics, because 
public international law is not a “black-letter” area of law. One student said it was 
“a refreshing change from core units”.

Students advised that the Shaw textbook is the better of the two recommended 
textbooks.

Tutorials are generally small, as there is no tutorial mark, and students found the 
questions to be thought provoking. This provided a good opportunity to learn. 
There is not too much by the way of readings for this unit, especially compared to 
many other case-heavy courses. Students also found the assessment structure to be 
quite manageable as long as you stay on top on the relatively few readings.

Overall, this unit was perceived by students to be both moderately difficult and 
requiring a moderate amount of effort throughout the semester.

Student Impressions
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International law is the stuff of headline news. If you understand how it works, you 
will understand a lot more about foreign affairs news, and the world (I hope). It is 
good preparation for other international law units, and is essential for Jessup. Stu-
dents who enjoy Constitutional law often also enjoy Public International Law. 

Aspects of international business require an understanding of Public International 
Law — e.g foreign investment and international trade. In addition, since many as-
pects of domestic law are based on international legal standards, it is helpful to un-
derstand how international law works and relates to domestic law. Several UWA 
graduates work for DFAT, the AG’s Office of International Law, or for organisations 
like the Red Cross. You can be an academic researcher (one UWA graduate is cur-
rently at Columbia University in New York) or engage in advocacy work. The growth 
of investment treaties means that international law can be useful in some areas of 
business law too.

You can also go on to study international law at Masters level in Australia and abroad, 
and specialise in areas like international environmental or trade law, or law of the sea.

A few good sources:
Al-Kateb v Godwin [2004] HCA 37, opinion of Kirby, J – a good example of interna-
tional law can be used to address domestic law issues (sadly, Kirby J dissents)
Stephen C Neff, ‘A Short History of International Law’ in Malcolm Evans, ed., Inter-
national Law, 4th ed. (OUP, 2014), p. 3-24 — covers the ancient world to the present 
in just over 20 pages!

Coordinator’s Comment

Public 
International Law

LAWS3354
LLB

S1 — Option

Student Tips
If you stay on top of your readings and tutorial questions, the unit is very manage-
able.



Unit Summary
This unit examines the way the law deals with companies in financial difficulty, 
in particular, what happens and what ought to be done when a company is ap-
proaching insolvency or has become insolvent. Students study the major forms 
of insolvency administration within the broader commercial and social context 
of business failure, including the impact of insolvency on secured and unsecured 
creditors, employees and other stakeholders.
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Corporate 
Insolvency
LAWS3312

LLB
S1 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Barbara Gordon
 Email:  barbara.gordon@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2951
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour

Pre-requisites: Corporations Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3312/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  http://units.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/LAWS/LAWS3312

Optional Assignment
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Closed-book Exam
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Quick Guide

Environmental Law is a growing field, interacting with land use law, mining and 
energy, water resources, and the law relating to living natural resources like forestry 
and fisheries.  Study of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (WA), the Environ-
ment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) and key contempo-
rary concepts of Environmental Law like the precautionary principle, polluter pays 
principle, environmental impact assessment and adaptive management, will provide 
a sound foundation for broader Environmental Law inquiry and practice. 

Jessica Lee, “Theory to practice: Adaptive management of the groundwater impacts 
of Australian mining projects” (2014) 31 Environmental and Planning Law Journal

The Wilderness Society of WA (Inc) v Minister for Environment [2013] WASC 307, 
the case that undid the approval of the James Price Point gas hub.

Coordinator’s Comment

Unit Summary
This unit provides an introduction to environmental protection law in Western 
Australia in its national and international contexts. It focuses on the law relating 
to pollution controls and environmental impact assessment. The unit considers a 
range of legal techniques and principles applied to environmental protection.

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Alex Gardner
 Email:  alex.gardner@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2483
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Torts II, Criminal Law II, Property II, Constitutional Law I

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3302/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  http://units.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/LAWS/LAWS3302

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation

p

x

p

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running
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Structure

x

x

p

x

Environmental Law
LAWS3302

LLB
S1 — Option

mailto:alex.gardner@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3302/SEM-1/2015
http://units.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/LAWS/LAWS3302


Unit Summary
This unit considers the interstate and international conflict of laws in a commer-
cial litigation setting. This includes an analysis of the jurisdiction of Australian 
courts, and the relevant issues where a case has an interstate or foreign element.
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Conflict of Laws
LAWS3340

LLB
S2 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Matthew Howard SC
 Email:  mdhoward@19fbc.com.au
 Phone:  9220 0444
Class-time:  Seminars: 1 x 3 hour

Pre-requisites: None

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3340/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3340

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

x

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3340/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3340


This unit takes on principles that are initially straightforward, but have compli-
cated elements. One student said, “the workload may appear daunting, [but] most 
matters are fairly common sense once you have the basic groundwork done”.

Students found that the assigned text — Nygh — provides the essential details 
on the important cases and principles in an easy to follow way. However, this is 
also one of those units where reading the cases is pretty vital to understanding the 
content — if you enjoy cases, then this is the unit for you. 

The lectures are designed to follow on from week to week, so it is important to 
maintain an understanding of the content throughout the semester. The lecture 
notes are useful in this respect, and provide a basis for further study.

Generally, students found this unit difficult but enjoyable. The lecturers received 
great reviews — one student said “Matt and Long are excellent teachers of con-
flicts. Their passion for the subject matter is clear and it makes the classes a lot 
more enjoyable to be in”.

Student Impressions
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Conflict of Laws
LAWS3340

LLB
S2 — Option

Student Tips
It’s unwise to take on this unit if you are not familiar with Australian law (this may 
not be a good choice for exchange students).



Unit Summary
This unit focuses on the statutory development of consumer law in Australia. This 
includes various forms of consumer protections and guarantees afforded under the 
Australian Consumer Law, in the Competition and Consumer Act.
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Consumer Law
LAWS3370

LLB
S2 — Option
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Aviva Freilich
 Email:  aviva.freilich@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2840
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Corporations Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3370/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3370

Optional Assignment
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Students found the structure of this unit and the way the resources were organised 
made the content difficult to follow. However, when students were able to prepare 
for lectures and tutorials they generally found the content interesting and easy to 
follow. While tutorials were not marked, student advise attending them — they are 
the key way to ensure you know how to answer problem questions for the exam. 

There were problems with lectures and tutorials being cancelled with relatively 
little notice, which affected some students. This may well be due to the lecturers’ 
circumstances in 2014.

The lectures do cover a large amount of the content, and can be quite fast at times. 
Students found it useful to read the statutory provisions and to have looked over 
the slides before each lecture. The lecturers are happy to address students’ ques-
tions when approached individually.

The assignment was very broad, and students felt that more details could have 
been provided about what was expected. It was a paired research assignment on a 
topical issue in consumer law.

Student Impressions
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Consumer Law
LAWS3370

LLB
S2 — Option

Student Tips
The Case Reader will provide the extracts you need to know, and the main text 
goes into a lot of detail about the concepts covered in the course.

Useful Resources:
Miller’s Annotated Competition and Consumer Act, available for free through 
Onesearch.
Consumer Law and Policy in Australia and New Zealand, ed. Justin Malbon and 
Luke Nottage.



Unit Summary
This unit examines Indigenous interactions with the Australian legal system. It 
covers a range of issues including the Stolen Generations, criminal justice, and 
protection of traditional cultural and ecological knowledge. Lecture topics include 
‘Indigenous Peoples and Intellectual Property Law’, ‘Recognition of Aboriginal 
Laws’, and ‘Indigenous Peoples in International Law’.

Quick Guide

37

Indigenous Peoples 
and the Law
LAWS3358

LLB
S2 — Option
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Harry Blagg
 Email:  harry.blagg@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2842
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 3 hour

Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3358/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3358

Optional Assignment
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Closed-book Exam
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Students generally seemed to enjoy this unit, but found the structure to be quite 
challenging. 

As an exam-free unit, the main assessment is a research assignment or, alterna-
tively, a take-home exam. It was recommended for people whose talents lie in 
writing research assignments rather than exams. Students enjoyed researching for 
the assignment as the topics are quite interesting, and found the unit coordinator 
to be quite helpful via email.

The three-hour lectures were a sticking point for a lot of students — they felt it 
was hard to remain focused for the entire three hours, and would have rather one 
of those hours be a tutorial. Student also found the unit to be a bit “impersonal” 
due to the large number of students and the lack of tutorials. 

Many students felt that the lectures were not very cohesive, and advised using the 
reading guides and extra readings to pull everything together. Amberlin was sin-
gled out as a good lecturer. 

Generally, students said this was an interesting and important unit, and “everyone 
should take it!”.  It was widely found to be a good Group B unit. However, many 
also found the disjointed lectures and lack of fluent organisation frustrating.

Student Impressions
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Indigenous Peoples 
and the Law
LAWS3358

LLB
S2 — Option

Student Tips
Doing the extra readings and “immersing yourself” in the course is advised as the 
best way to really grasp the content.  

Students generally advised doing the research assignment option, rather than the 
take-home exam.



Unit Summary
This unit begins with an overview of Australian intellectual property law and the 
international context in which those laws must operate. The unit introduces stu-
dents to the essential features of the IP regimes, including trade secrets and confi-
dential information, patents, plant breeders’ rights, designs, copyright, and the law 
of registered and unregistered trademarks.
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LAWS3338
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Michael Blakeney
 Email:  michael.blakeney@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3438
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3338/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3338

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment
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Generally, students enjoyed this unit but found it a little disorganised and con-
tent-heavy.

The content of the unit received positive reviews from students — “It’s a really 
interesting unit, so if you enjoy it you will do well.”

Many students felt frustrated trying to contact the professionals who did guest lec-
tures, although the lectures were great. Some students did feel that they were being 
given a whole semester’s worth of content on a topic in a few lectures. 

Almost all responders advised buying the recommended textbook for this unit. It 
is also advisable to read the provisions in the legislation, rather than just relying 
on the paraphrased versions from lectures — using these in tandem is a good idea. 
Staying on top of the legislation and being well-prepared for tutorials is also ad-
vised. 

Students generally appeared to like the assessment structure, especially the fact 
that the exam only covered content not in the assignment. “It made it a lot easier 
to study for the exam given the difficult content.”

Student Impressions
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This course considers patents, trade marks, plant variety rights, industrial designs 
and copyright. This is an area of law with excellent employment opportunities. 
These include working with international organizations, government, research insti-
tutes, industry and law firms.

For a foray into literature, and to consider this area of law, have a look at John Le 
Carre’s “The Constant Gardener”.

Coordinator’s Comment

Intro to Intellectual 
Property

LAWS3338
LLB

S2 — Option

Student Tips
Buy and use the textbook — this was recommended by all students who submitted 
surveys for this unit. “Get the recommended text, it’s all you really need.”



Unit Summary
This unit introduces students to family law. The unit is broadly split into two 
major areas — first: children and parents; and second: marriage, de facto relation-
ships and divorce. The key legislation is the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) and the 
Marriage Act 1961 (Cth). Case law, and its interaction with the statutes, is also 
very important in this area of law.
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Robyn Carroll
 Email:  robyn.carroll@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2965
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour

Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3376/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3376

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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Some students really enjoyed the assessment structure, which involved the first 
seven weeks of material being assessed in an assignment and the final six weeks 
being assessed in the exam. Student felt this allowed them to focus their studies 
and learn in more detail with reduced stress.

However, some responses warned about the paired assignment. Most, of course, 
counselled the importance of finding a good partner. Some students felt that the 
assessment itself was not easy to split up amongst two people. While one student 
liked having discussion questions held in class, others did not like that there were 
no tutorials. 

Most students did not feel that buying the textbook was necessary, although some 
found it quite useful. Some students found using online databases very useful in 
supplementing their study.

As this area of law is highly discretionary for the judges, reading the cases is very 
useful to help understand the courts’ processes.

Student Impressions
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Intro to Family 
Law

LAWS3376
LLB

S2 — Option

Student Tips
Students highly  recommended reading the key cases, as they are helpful for un-
derstanding complex aspects of the Act.

Useful Resources:
Recent Family Court judgments:
http://decisions.justice.wa.gov.au/family/pufcdcsn.nsf/main.xsp
Quick explanations:
http://www.smokeball.com.au/family-law-step-by-step-legal-practice-guide-and-
precedents/preview/140
Property division process:
http://www.kottgunn.com.au/updates/property_divisions_family_law_follow-
ing_stanford/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_cam-
paign=View-Original

http://decisions.justice.wa.gov.au/family/pufcdcsn.nsf/main.xsp
http://www.kottgunn.com.au/updates/property_divisions_family_law_following_stanford/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original
http://www.kottgunn.com.au/updates/property_divisions_family_law_following_stanford/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original
http://www.kottgunn.com.au/updates/property_divisions_family_law_following_stanford/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original


Unit Summary
This unit invites students to undertake an interdisciplinary and comparative study 
of the relationship between law and religion and its implication for Australian law, 
religious tolerance and freedom. Issues are considered from the viewpoints of a 
range of religions, belief systems and academic disciplines.

This unit covers a wide range of areas of law from Constitutional law and tax to 
anti-discrimination law and human rights.
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Law and Religion
LAWS3391

LLB
S2 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Renae Barker
 Email:  renae.barker@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 7053
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3391/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3391

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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This unit is recommended to students who are interested in the interaction between 
law and religion (regardless of whether they are religious or not). Students found 
the unit to be well-organised. 

Students advised that the textbook is not really needed because the lecturer will 
generally post any readings on LMS. The readings are diverse and include text-
book excerpts, journal articles, and YouTube videos.

In the essay component of this unit, students are able to write on any issue that 
falls within the scope of the unit. Those surveyed suggested students should start 
thinking about their essay topic early on in the semester, so that they do not run 
out of time and end up writing about something that does not interest them. There 
is also a reflection component of the unit which students advise should be worked 
on throughout the semester.

Each week’s lecture focuses on a different topic which was found to keep the unit 
interesting. Students are not directly assessed on the lecture material. However, 
it is advised that attending lectures will give you a much better understanding of 
how to tackle the assessments.

Student Impressions
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Religion and religious belief interacts with the law in a surprising number of ways. 
In particular people’s beliefs influence their interaction with the law as parties, law-
yers, judges, parliamentarians and administrators. 
It is likely that you will come across religion no matter what area of law you work 
in.  You may have a client with particular religious beliefs which influences the 
instructions they give you, if you work as a policy maker you will need to consider 
the impact of policy on people with diverse religious beliefs and practices or as a 
administrator of the law you may come across people who find it difficult to comply 
with the law because of their religious beliefs.  If you intend on working with peo-
ple and the law you will come across an interaction between the law and religion at 
some point in your career. 
I recommend reading Chief Justice Latham judgment in Attorney-General (Vic) (Ex 
rel Black) v Commonwealth  (1982) 146 CLR 559 (DOGS case)  to get a taste for 
the complex issues involved in this area.

Law and Religion
LAWS3391

LLB
S2 — Option

Student Tips
Start thinking about your essay topic early on!

The lecturer posts useful and diverse material on LMS.

The Unit Coordinator provides articles and commentary on law and religion on 
Twitter: twitter.com/RenaeLBarker

Coordinator’s Comment

http://twitter.com/RenaeLBarker


Unit Summary
This unit provides an introduction to the law relating to minerals and petroleum 
in Western Australia. The emphasis is on the law relating to minerals. The unit 
includes a consideration of mineral ownership; land open for mining; reserves; 
national parks; native title; exploration and production tenements; marking out; 
priorities; and registration and dealings in mining tenements. It also examines 
state developer agreements and ratifying legislation. The key statutes for the unit 
are the Mining Act 1978 (WA) and the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage Act 2006 (Cth).

Quick Guide

45

Mining and Energy 
Law

LAWS3371
LLB

S2 — Elective
N

um
be

r o
f S

tu
de

nt
s

Rating — Where 1 is ‘Low’ and 5 is ‘High’

WorkloadEnjoyment Difficulty

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Richard Bartlett
 Email:  richard.bartlett@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2953
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Property I+II

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3371/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3371

Optional Assignment
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This unit received positive responses from students. One student said that com-
mercial law employers “love” students who take this unit.

Notably, none of the students responded negatively to the closed-book exam. Stu-
dents who discussed the assessment structure enjoyed it, and felt that there was a 
good spread of ways to achieve marks in the unit, with an online test, short written 
assignment and relatively low-weighted exam. 

Most students did not recommend purchasing the textbook. The Petroleum text-
book is only required for the last few weeks of the unit and students felt that bor-
rowing it from the library when necessary was enough. Many recommended using 
the unit reader, which contains the key cases, some articles and some pieces of 
legislation. One student also recommended printing a hardcopy of the Mining Act 
early on and marking the key sections as you go.

Students highly recommended using John Chandler’s lecture outlines when study-
ing the Oil and Gas portion of the unit, as these notes were extremely detailed.

Student Impressions

46

This course takes a pragmatic approach in examining how, where and under what 
circumstances exploration for and extraction of minerals and petroleum can be 
carried out in Western Australia. This unit is recommended for those who are inter-
ested in understanding the laws relating to minerals and petroleum projects in WA, 
the regulation of the mining and energy sectors, and related matters such as State 
agreements and native title.
Our State is one of the world’s foremost mineral provinces, and the mining and 
energy industries are a key component of its economy. An understanding of mining 
and energy law is vital for anyone wishing to enter commercial legal practice in 
WA.  A wide range of work is available in the dynamic oil, gas and mining sectors 
from legal work, contract management, commercial roles to policy advice
The Department of Mines and Petroleum’s Annual report (http://www.dmp.wa.gov.
au/documents/DMP_Annual_Report_2014.pdf) provides a useful overview, from a 
regulator’s perspective, of the recent performance of the mining and energy indus-
tries in the state and the key issues impacting these industries.

Mining and Energy 
Law

LAWS3371
LLB

S2 — Elective

Student Tips
While the tutorials were not marked, many students recommended attending them 
as they provided help on how to structure answers to problem questions in accor-
dance with the lecturer’s preferences.

Useful Resources:
The NOPTA guidelines for the second half of the course: 
http://www.nopta.gov.au/legislation/guidelines.html

Coordinator’s Comment

http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/documents/DMP_Annual_Report_2014.pdf
http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/documents/DMP_Annual_Report_2014.pdf
http://www.nopta.gov.au/legislation/guidelines.html


Unit Summary
This unit covers the law relating to wills, estates, intestacy and family provision. It 
includes the formal requirements of constructing wills, factors affecting testators 
and beneficiations, succession and all relevant statutes.
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  John Hockley
 Email:  jhockley@francisburt.com.au
 Phone:  6488 3792
Class-time:  Seminars: 1 x 2 hour

Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3332/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3332
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mailto:jhockley@francisburt.com.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3332/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3332


Some students found the unit difficult to follow. The lectures were not always 
well-ordered, and there was some overlap between the two lecturers. Some stu-
dents also struggled with the two lecturers’ very different lecturing styles. Never-
theless, students appeared to moderately enjoy this unit and found it a pleasantly 
light time commitment. 

Some students were frustrated with the overabundance of PowerPoint slides which 
did not always match up with the lecture itself, but most found that the materials 
posted online were extremely helpful. Students recommended that the unit can be 
a “self-teach” unit at times. So, make sure you clarify the expectations and ask any 
questions you have.
 
The lecturers were found to be very “old school”, charismatic and to clearly enjoy 
the topic material. The unit was perceived to be more focused on the theory of 
succession and law reform, rather than the practical side of wills and drafting. 

This unit is mostly recommended for those who intend to enter family or non-com-
mercial private practice. Students found that, once you understand the concepts, it 
is a very interesting unit.

Student Impressions
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Succession
LAWS3332

LLB
S2 — Option

Student Tips
Asking questions in class is widely advised, as the lecturers generally don’t have 
time to answer emails.



Unit Summary
This unit provides an overview of the law and principles of income taxation in 
Australia. The operation of the Income Tax Assessment Acts 1936 and 1997 is 
considered in terms of their political and economic objectives. Emphasis is on the 
structure and framework of the Acts. Topics specifically covered include basic 
tax theory, income (ordinary and statutory), capital gains, fringe benefits, general 
deductions, depreciation, repairs, tax accounting and trading stock.

Quick Guide
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Income Taxation 
Law

LAWS3362
LLB

S1 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Ian Murray
 Email:  ian.murray@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 1045
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials 1 x 1 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3362/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  http://units.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/LAWS/LAWS3362

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation

p

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

Margaret Mitchell may have claimed in Gone With the Wind that ‘There’s never 
any convenient time’ for ‘[d]eath and taxes and childbirth’, but Benjamin Franklin 
had it right when he emphasised that there is nothing more ‘certain’ than the first 
two. Taxation is ubiquitous in almost all areas of life, not least because it is the key 
source of public revenue thereby enabling government expenditure, as well as pro-
viding a tool for government to influence behaviour. Accordingly, any student who 
wishes to work in business, government, or the not-for-profit sector should have a 
broad understanding of the Australian taxation system: its sources, functions, con-
tent, limits and administration; as well as a theoretical basis to evaluate the system.

Coordinator’s Comment

mailto:ian.murray@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3362/SEM-1/2015
http://units.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/LAWS/LAWS3362




Unit Summary
This unit is for students interested in the process of litigation. It focuses on prepa-
ration for trial, examination of facts, and analysis of how a case is proven. It deals 
with the use of facts, arguments, inferences and generalisations in proving a case 
and outlines a practical method for constructing and attacking arguments about 
disputed questions of fact.

Quick Guide

51

Advanced 
Evidence and Proof

LAWS3327
LLB

NS — Option
N
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Anthony Willinge
 Email:  awillinge@francisburt.com.au

Class-time:  9am - 4pm, Monday - Friday
   22 - 26 June
Pre-requisites: Evidence

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3327/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3327

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

Take-home Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p
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x

x
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mailto:awillinge@francisburt.com.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3327/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3327


This unit is very practical, and a lot is taken from the lectures. There aren’t a large 
amount of external materials or readings that are required for the intensive classes. 
It is very important to attend and pay attention in lectures, as they are not recorded 
and there is no substitute for the time spent in class.

This unit gives students a chance to think critically about the litigation process, 
and understand how evidence is used in practice. Students found the lecturer to 
be engaging and approachable, happy to answer questions, and good to listen to 
during the intensive period. Students also generally enjoyed the relatively “practi-
cal” nature of this unit — “it’s a refreshing change from other law units”.

Students advise that the take-home exam (100%) required thought, and it is best 
to start early. This will give you the opportunity to provide a good response. Re-
sponders suggested this is a practical assessment, which does not require the same 
kind of engagement with readings that other units do.

Student Impressions
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Advanced 
Evidence and Proof

LAWS3327
LLB

NS — Option

Student Tips
Note Down Everything!
As there is no textbook for this unit, it is one in which taking great notes in class 
are vital.

Ask Questions
Again, with nothing to back you up if you realise later you don’t understand some-
thing, ask questions during and after classes to ensure you’ve got your head around 
it all.



Unit Summary
This unit investigates what methods of dispute resolution are available other than 
litigation. It surveys the various dispute resolution processes including negoti-
ation, mediation, arbitration and mixed processes. The overall objectives are to 
give students some familiarity with the processes, rudimentary skills in using 
them and some experience in choosing the most appropriate process to use to 
resolve a particular dispute. The unit includes exercises which examine students’ 
adversarial and competitive attitudes and challenge students to change or modify 
their behaviour and attitudes.

Quick Guide
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Alternative Dispute 
Resolution
LAWS3365

LLB
NS — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Jill Howieson
 Email:  jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2885
Class-time:  2pm - 5pm, 20 March; 9am - 4:45pm Tuesday - Friday
   20 March, 7 - 10 April
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3365/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3365

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-course Test

Closed-book Test

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

p

x

p

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

mailto:jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3365


Students generally found this unit to be relatively easy, but quite a bit of effort is 
required because of the journal assessment component. It is advised to keep on top 
of these journal entries, and do them straight after class while the content is fresh 
in your mind. Some students liked the journals, while others would have preferred 
a practical assessment of mediation. Other students wished that they received more 
feedback throughout the period on their journal entries. Students generally were a 
bit confused about what “critical reflection” was, and wanted a bit more guidance. 

Most students agreed that buying the textbook was not necessary, as lectures and 
readings would be enough. 

Students generally liked the assessment structure, and advised putting a lot of 
effort into the research essay. Others suggested making your group presentation 
interactive.

Student Impressions
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Alternative Dispute 
Resolution
LAWS3365

LLB
NS — Option

Student Tips
Keep on top of the journals entries! Do them as soon as you finish class, otherwise 
it takes a long time to write them when you can’t remember what happened in 
class as well.



Unit Summary
This unit involves an examination of the individual employment relationship be-
tween employer and employee. Among the topics given special attention are the 
contract of employment and its importance at common law and under statute; 
rights and duties of the respective parties; remedies for breach; unfair and unlaw-
ful termination of employment at common law and under state and federal stat-
utes; and selected aspects of the systems of industrial dispute resolution and regu-
lation under Commonwealth and state legislation including, in particular, awards, 
collective agreements and individual agreements.

Quick Guide
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Employment Law
LAWS3360

LLB
NS — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  William Ford
 Email:  william.ford@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 6000
Class-time:  5pm - 7pm; Monday - Thursday + Saturday
   Calendar Weeks 5 - 8
Pre-requisites: Contract II

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3360/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3360

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

mailto:william.ford@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3360/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3360
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Forensic Advocacy
LAWS3366

LLB
NS — Option

Unit Summary
This unit is an introduction to the theoretical and practical questions involved in 
the administration of partisan justice, the theories and techniques employed in the 
preparation and presentation of cases in court and the skills required in advocacy 
in a court or tribunal. Each step of the trial process is studied—the preparation 
of the trial (as distinct from procedural steps), the opening address, examination, 
cross-examination and re-examination of witnesses, the tendering of documentary 
evidence, taking objections, closing address, and submissions on law. The unit is 
skills-based and is conducted largely by workshops in small groups.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Richard Hooker
 Email:  richard.hooker@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 7125
Class-time:  9am - 5pm, Wednesday - Friday + Monday - Tuesday
   1 - 3, 6 - 7 July
Pre-requisites: Evidence

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3366/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3366

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

mailto:richard.hooker@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3366/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3366


Unit Summary
This unit considers the resolution of international disputes by commercial arbitra-
tion. Among the topics discussed are the advantages and disadvantages of arbitra-
tion; availability of arbitration; drafting of arbitration clauses; arbitration proceed-
ings (including problems respecting the law governing procedural and substantive 
questions); judicial review of arbitral awards; and enforceability of awards.
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International 
Commercial 
Arbitration
LAWS3307

LLB
NS — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Kanaga Dharmananda
 Email:  kanaga.dharmananda@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 6000
Class-time:  9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday
   29 June - 3 July
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3307/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3307

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

mailto:kanaga.dharmananda@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3307/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3307
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Unjust Enrichment 
and Restitution

LAWS3392
LLB

NS — Option

Unit Summary
This unit covers the areas of unjust enrichment such as mistaken payments, du-
ress, failure of consideration, waiver of tort, estoppel, tracing, as well as defences 
and restitutionary recovery.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Eric Heenan
 Email:  eric.heenan@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2945
Class-time:  9:30am - 5pm, Monday - Friday
   9 - 13 February
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3392/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3392

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-course Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

mailto:eric.heenan@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3392/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3392


Unit Summary
This unit introduces students the processes of interest-based negotiation and me-
diation, some fundamental skills in using them and an understanding of how to 
apply the skills in practice. The unit is conducted using lectures and experiential 
exercises to give students an understanding of the theory of negotiation and me-
diation, and to give them an opportunity to learn and practise the skills of each 
process.

Quick Guide

59

Negotiation and 
Mediation

LAWS3336
LLB

NS — Option
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Jill Howieson
 Email:  jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2885
Class-time:  9am - 6pm, Monday - Friday
   20 - 24 July
Pre-requisites: None

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3336/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3336

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-course Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance
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mailto:jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3336/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3336


Being a pass/fail unit, students found that this course allows you to focus a bit 
more on the content without having to stress as much about your grade. Students 
who had taken this unit agreed that it is such a practical, fun course. The tutorials 
are all interesting and the days go fast! The role-play exercises were found to be 
very enjoyable (especially for the mediation), and students found that they could 
really get into them. ‘It’s a great way to meet new people as well.’

For students who are interested in the non-litigious aspects of law, or even in psy-
chology, this was a great unit. Students found it to be practical for their law degree 
and life as a lawyer, but also in everyday situations requiring some diplomacy, or 
figuring out who you would work best with on a group assignment.

There is no law per se in this unit — it is all about practical elements of negotiation 
and mediation — so if you are looking for a break from the dense law units, this 
unit is highly recommended. If you are a law turbo and aren’t up for making a fool 
of yourself, you might want to look elsewhere.

Student Impressions
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Negotiation and 
Mediation

LAWS3336
LLB

NS — Option

Student Tips
It is widely recommended that you actually do your reading for the next day (which 
is mainly reading your scenarios to act out). It is obvious if you haven’t done it, 
and it makes your whole group look bad, even if they have done the work.

Students highly advised jotting down interesting points during each day’s session, 
and at least outlining what you are going to write for your daily reflection. If you 
put it off and try writing journal entries all at the end, they won’t be as detailed or 
interesting.



Unit Summary
This unit includes a short introduction to the theory of property which provides a 
sound theoretical foundation for the practical aspects of personal property. Com-
mon law property concepts of possession, rights to possession, bailment, acces-
sion, specification and mixing are examined. Forms of security including mort-
gages, charges, pledges and liens are also examined as well as the protection of 
property rights through conversion, detinue and vindication. The creation and 
protection of property rights also includes an examination of constructive and 
resulting trusts.

Quick Guide
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Personal Property
LAWS3355

LLB
NS — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Ben McFarlane
 Email:  ben.macfarlane@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  
Class-time:  9am - 5pm, Weekends
   8 - 9, 15 - 16 August
Pre-requisites: Property I+II

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3355/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3355

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-course Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3355/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3355






Research
Units

Joint



Unit Summary
Enrolment in this unit is by selection. Students work as assistant student editors, 
helping the staff editor (currently Michael Blakeney). Student editors (1) write 
one of the following: case report, book review, analysis of government report or 
refereed article; (2) assist in the solicitation of articles, notes and reviews from 
academics and practitioners; (3) edit and research to transform submitted man-
uscripts into publishable form; and (4) are involved in administration including 
advertising, sponsorship and subscription drives.

Quick Guide

65

Law Review
LAWS3356

LLB
LAWS5160

JD
S1+2 — Research

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Michael Blakeney
 Email:  michael.blakeney@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3438

Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: LLB uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3356/SEM-1/2015
     JD uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5160/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:   LLB handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3356
     JD handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5160

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

p

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

x

x

mailto:michael.blakeney@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3356/SEM-1/2015
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5160/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3356
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5160
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Supervised
Research

LAWS3347
LLB

LAWS5512
JD

S1/2 — Research
Unit Summary

Supervised Research involves writing a 7000 word paper on a topic of your selec-
tion under the supervision of a member of faculty. This unit focuses on improving 
research skills and academic style writing. The overarching aim is to produce a 
piece of work suitable for publication.

Supervised research is a useful introduction to self-guided legal research and writ-
ing. Students found the autonomy of choosing your own research area, formulat-
ing your own questions and managing your own deadlines to be very different to 
the usual coursework unit structure. However, you are not left completely to your 
own devices, as your supervisor will be available to assist you in focusing your 
research and planning your strategy.

This unit is particularly useful for those considering Advanced Legal Research. It 
is also recommended for those who are interested in finding the answers to some 
of the more complex questions left unanswered in other units, or if they have a 
particular interest in an area of law that they would like to explore in greater depth.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Ken Shao
 Email:  ken.shao@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2959

Pre-requisites: Faculty Approval

Unit Outline: LLB uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3347/SEM-1/2015
     JD uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5512/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:   LLB handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3347
     JD handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5512

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

?

x

x

mailto:ken.shao@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3347/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5512


Unit Summary
This unit requires the submission of a 10,000-word supervised research paper 
towards the end of October in second semester. It also requires students to sub-
mit a 2000-word research proposal for assessment in first semester. Students are 
required to attend five research seminars. The first three of these give formal 
instruction on legal research methods, advanced legal library searches and the 
preparation of a research proposal. The fourth seminar is directed at writing up a 
research paper for publication and the final seminar is a session on publications 
and postgraduate education.

Quick Guide
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Honours (LLB)
LAWS7742

Advanced Legal 
Research (JD)
LAWS5509

S1+2 — Research

Unit Details
Coordinator:  LLB: Nyuk Nahan
   JD: Ian Murray
 Email:  LLB: nyuk.nahan@uwa.edu.au
   JD: ian.murray@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  LLB: 6488 2604
   JD: 6488 8520

Pre-requisites: Invitation Only
Unit Outline: Guide provided on invitation in December each year

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

?

x

x

mailto:nyuk.nahan@uwa.edu.au
mailto:ian.murray@uwa.edu.au
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Jessup
LAWS3346

LLB
LAWS5162

JD
S1+2 — Mooting

Unit Summary
This unit covers international law. Students write two submissions of 12,000 
words and give an oral presentation in the form of moots on their prescribed topic. 
Acceptance into the unit is on interview and previous academic results. Successful 
completion of LAWS3354 Public International Law is highly desirable but not a 
prerequisite. 

Students are expected to be available throughout December and January for prep 
for the national competition, held in Canberra in early February. Student may also 
need to attend the international competition held in March.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Tracey Atkins
 Email:  tracey.atkins@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 7096
Class-time:  24 November - 17 April (Selection in August)

Pre-requisites: Public International Law, Faculty Approval

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3346/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3346

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

p

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

p

x

x

mailto:tracey.atkins@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS3346/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS3346




Core
Units

JD



Unit Summary
This unit is an introduction to the law, law school and the legal profession. You 
will learn about core principles such as precedent and case law, the court structure, 
the role of judges and the doctrine of precedent, as well as the functions of the leg-
islature and the federal system. This unit helps to cultivate important skills such 
as statutory interpretation, reading and understanding cases, and legal research. 
The course examines the critical role of the legal profession, and the overarching 
importance of ethical practice and professional responsibility.

Quick Guide
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Legal Process
LAWS4101

JD
S1 — Core
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Rating — Where 1 is ‘Low’ and 5 is ‘High’

WorkloadEnjoyment Difficulty

Unit Details
Coordinator:  David Hodgkinson
 Email:  david.hodgkinson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  0402 824 832
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: None

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4101/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4101

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running
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http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4101


Students generally found this unit to be very important and a helpful introduction 
to the “the whole concept of the law”. The skills learnt in this unit — such as li-
brary research, case analysis, and legislative interpretation — are critical, and use-
ful throughout your law degree and in professional work. Attending the library re-
search seminars is recommended by students in order to help cultivate these skills. 

A preference for a more spread out range of assessments was expressed. Students 
felt that assessment in each of the different skills would have been useful, either 
through assignments or tutorial participation marks. 

While this unit is not as difficult as others you will take, it is very important. Stu-
dents recommend attending all lectures and seminars, even though it can be easy 
to get lazy and not attend — especially due to the lack of participation mark for 
the seminars.

Students generally recommended buying the textbook.
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Legal Process
LAWS4101

JD
S1 — Core

Student Tips
Don’t get complacent in this unit — it may not be a difficult unit, but the skills you 
learn are important for the rest of your degree.

Useful Resources:
The Supreme Court WA’s website gives a nice overview of the court hierarchies 
and some other interesting bits of info. You can also check out some recent judg-
ments which have been handed down:
www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/A/about_the_court.aspx-
?uid=4231-4653-6722-6063

The LibGuide for Legal Process:
http://guides.is.uwa.edu.au/legal-process

http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/A/about_the_court.aspx?uid=4231-4653-6722-6063
http://www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au/A/about_the_court.aspx?uid=4231-4653-6722-6063
http://guides.is.uwa.edu.au/legal-process


Unit Summary
This unit is broadly split into two areas — offences and defences. The unit ex-
amines core offences, including homicide, non-fatal offences against the person, 
sexual offences, and selected property offences. The unit then continues to explore 
the various defences such as accident, insanity, mistake, provocation, duress, ne-
cessity and self-defence, as well as certain aspects of criminal procedure including 
the trial process and principles of sentencing. Western Australia has a criminal 
code — this statute provides the core of criminal law, while cases determine the 
operation of the Code’s provisions.
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Criminal Law
LAWS4102

JD
S1 — Core
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Rating — Where 1 is ‘Low’ and 5 is ‘High’

WorkloadEnjoyment Difficulty

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Meredith Blake
 Email:  meredith.blake@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 7011
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: None

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4102/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4102

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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This unit holds a special place in the hearts of all law students, as the fun unit they 
give us early on to get us hooked on the law. It works. 

Student responses demonstrate that this unit is highly enjoyed, but also quite diffi-
cult. Preparing for and actively participating in tutorials for this unit is widely rec-
ommended — these provide invaluable ongoing feedback on your understanding 
of the content and are great for exam revision. Some students even wished there 
were more workshop classes to help them get used to answering questions. 

A hard copy of the Criminal Code is recommended — annotating this throughout 
the semester means you will have an extremely useful resource at your fingertips. 
Both the lecturers have written a textbook, and both have been recommended by 
students. 

The lectures are fast paced and content heavy — re-watching lectures is advisable, 
especially if you don’t type or write at lightening speed. This means you can stress 
less during the lectures and allow yourself to listen to the lecturers, and then go 
back later to make sure your notes are complete. 

Overall, this unit is difficult and quite different to other law units, but it is very 
enjoyable — some of the cases will be discussed for many years to come.
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Criminal Law
LAWS4102

JD
S1 — Core

Student Tips
As this is probably one of the first law exams you will do — prepare, prepare, 
prepare. Have some killer notes and know them well. Use past exams and your 
tutorial notes to practice attacking problems question. Then use your answers to 
create answer layouts that will guide you during the exam.

Useful Resources:
The WA Criminal code : http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/FileStore.nsf/Doc-
uments/MRDocument:26845P/$FILE/Criminal%20Code%20Act%20Compila-
tion%20Act%201913%20-%20[17-g0-00].pdf?OpenElement

http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/FileStore.nsf/Documents/MRDocument:26845P/$FILE/Criminal%20Code%20Act%20Compilation%20Act%201913%20-%20%5B17-g0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/FileStore.nsf/Documents/MRDocument:26845P/$FILE/Criminal%20Code%20Act%20Compilation%20Act%201913%20-%20%5B17-g0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.slp.wa.gov.au/pco/prod/FileStore.nsf/Documents/MRDocument:26845P/$FILE/Criminal%20Code%20Act%20Compilation%20Act%201913%20-%20%5B17-g0-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement


Unit Summary
The unit covers the rules relating to the formation, terms and construction of con-
tracts. Students also learn about the need for sufficiency of consideration and the 
operation and consequences of estoppel. The unit maps the life of a contract by 
investigating how contracts come to an end through agreement, performance, 
breach and repudiation, and frustration of contract. This unit gives an introduc-
tion to restitutionary claims for unjust enrichment, and to the basic principles of 
negotiation and their application to the formation of contracts and resolution of 
contractual disputes.
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Contract Law
LAWS4103

JD
S1 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Robyn Carroll
 Email:  robyn.carroll@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2965
Class-time:  Lectures:1 x 1 hour  + 1 x 2  hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: None

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4103/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4103

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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mailto:robyn.carroll@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4103/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4103


As a core unit, Contract teaches critical information that will prove useful to stu-
dents for the remainder of their degree. 

Students generally found that while concepts may seem complex initially, after 
independent study they become clear and are applied in the same way in many 
different situations. 

Students found the text book to be very useful, and worth purchasing so you can 
have it as a reference throughout the year. One student said “I don’t buy textbooks 
generally; but I made an exception for this unit”. All the case readings are in the 
unit reader, which makes readings significantly easier. 

Responses received stressed the importance of concentrating in lectures and ask-
ing questions, especially if students come from a non-commercial background. 
Tutorials were very relevant to the exam, so thorough preparation and continued 
attendance was recommended. 
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Contract Law
LAWS4103

JD
S1 — Core

Student Tips
Buy The Textbook — Even if you usually don’t bother, it is very useful for this 
unit!



Unit Summary
This unit is an introduction to the fundamental principles and concepts of property 
law including: real and personal property; possession; rights to resources and fix-
tures; Crown ownership; Native Title; the doctrines of tenures and estates; present 
and future interests; the acquisition and transfer of legal and equitable interests in 
land and goods; formalities; priorities; and concurrent ownership.
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Property Law
LAWS4104

JD
S1 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Penny Carruthers
 Email:  penny.carruthers@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3436
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: None

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4104/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4104

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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mailto:penny.carruthers@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4104/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4104


This unit is very well run and follows the outline closely. The Learning Guide that 
is provided to students provides a detailed overview of the unit. The guide also 
helps students identify the cases they need to know for each topic covered.

The first assignment can be difficult if you have never done a problem question 
before — it is not an essay or report. Students can use the lecturer’s consultation 
hours, and should look out for Blackstone academic mentoring sessions.

The exam is challenging and it is common for students to not have enough time 
to answer the entire exam. The exam is open-book. However, because of the time 
restraints you cannot heavily rely on your notes. Students should therefore prepare 
for the exam as if it is closed-book for the best results.

You must purchase the unit reader. Each tutorial will have assigned readings from 
the reader which will form the basis for the content learned that week. Students are 
also questioned on the case readings in class and are expected to participate. Your 
participation will contribute to your tutorial mark. The textbook is not necessary 
as the lectures and tutorials will cover all of the unit content. However, if you do 
purchase it, it can also be used for Land Law in Semester 2.
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Property Law
LAWS4104

JD
S1 — Core

Student Tips
Many of the cases covered are quite old and so case summaries for them can be 
found online by searching for the case name. These can be useful for providing an 
overview of what the case is about. However, they are not a substitute for reading 
the cases themselves. Over-reliance on summaries will affect your ability to par-
ticipate in tutorial discussions.



Unit Summary
This unit focuses on the powers to make law found in section 51 of the Common-
wealth Constitution. Also considered are State/Federal relations, and the implied 
freedoms found in landmark High Court cases — this include the Kable principle 
and the implied freedom of political communication.
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Constitutional Law
LAWS5101

JD
S1 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Sarah Murray and Murray Wesson
 Email:  sarah.murray@uwa.edu.au
   murray.wesson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  Sarah: 6488 3411
   Murray: 6488 3440
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Foundations of Public Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5101/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5101

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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mailto:sarah.murray@uwa.edu.au
mailto:murray.wesson@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5101/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5101


This unit has a heavy workload. Students felt that, unlike some other units, the 
cases and principles considered are difficult to reconcile and neatly summarise. 

Responses suggest that this unit will require you to engage with long, difficult 
cases. It is the nuance and detail that matters and can have quite important effects 
over a series of cases. It is difficult to keep up, and students found it worthwhile 
to engage with the lecturers to ask questions and discuss the history behind the 
current Constitutional jurisprudence of the High Court.

Students felt the range of lecturers provided an interesting mix of viewpoints and 
styles. They were all very experienced in the field, and have been involved in a 
number of high-profile Constitutional cases.

Tutorials required a large amount of preparation, and considered the content in 
detail. The tutorials were very helpful for developing an approach to answer ques-
tions, and the material covered is what students need to know for the exam.

The assignment set in 2014 — a case note — was an interesting research exercise. 
It involved a chance for students to develop their paper for further research, or 
publication. Students were required to select a recent High Court judgment on a 
Constitutional matter, to summarise and analyse.
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Constitutional Law
LAWS5101

JD
S1 — Core

Student Tips
The Tutes Are Gold — The course seems overwhelming at the start, and it’s diffi-
cult to understand where the pieces fit together. The tutorial series, though, is very 
helpful to develop your understanding and tie everything together. Make sure you 
engage with it.

Check out the Castan book (Federal Constitutional Law: A Contemporary View), 
which provides a concise and helpful overview of the concepts covered in the 
course.



Unit Summary
This unit explores the principles and procedures of judicial review and merits 
review. These are the mechanisms by which government agencies and public of-
ficials are brought to account in the courts and tribunals when their actions affect 
individuals. This is a field of law that is continually challenged by the complexity 
and changing nature of government, and by shifting political priorities in conten-
tious areas such as migration and environmental protection.
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Administrative 
Law

LAWS5102
JD

S1 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Ambelin Kwaymullina
 Email:  ambelin.kwaymullina@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2907
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 3 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5102/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5102

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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mailto:ambelin.kwaymullina%40uwa.edu.au?subject=
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5102/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5102


Students found that the workload in this single semester course was incredibly 
high. There are more cases to read and get across in this unit than any other that 
students had studied before. This made it hard to keep up with the complex and 
extended material covered by a variety of different lecturers.

Students found that the tutorials offered the best chance to catch up, and to under-
stand the material. Natalie Brown was mentioned as a truly excellent tutor who 
both sympathised with students, and led them through everything they needed 
to know — “she deserves more than just a teaching award, maybe a knighthood 
would just about cover it”.

The optional, redeemable assignment was successful for those students who at-
tempted it, giving a high average mark. Students recommend to do this to have 
some marks secured before the exam.
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As was once said by that great philosopher ... Spiderman ... “with great power comes 
great responsibility.” Administrative law concerns the nature of, and limits upon, 
government power.

It will be very helpful to you in the event of a zombie apocalypse. No, seriously. 
That’s because Administrative Law teaches you about the nature of government and 
how to achieve ideals associated with good government. So should we ever need to 
rebuild society, this is a subject that will come in very handy.

Students will find Administrative Law helpful to understanding government regu-
lation and decision-making in many other subject areas – such as environment and 
natural resources law where administrative law often forms the basis of legal chal-
lenges to decisions.

One case to read: 
Neat Domestic Trading Pty Ltd v AWBI Pty Ltd (2003) 216 CLR 277

Coordinator’s Comment

Administrative 
Law

LAWS5102
JD

S1 — Core

Student Tips
On Jurisdictional Error — Read the article by Aronson: Jurisdictional Error with-
out the Tears. It makes this complex area a lot more understandable.

The Lane and Young text provides summaries of the key areas of the course that 
are very helpful for understanding the material. Where more detail or case extracts 
are needed, the other prescribed text is useful.



Unit Summary
The first half of this unit introduces students to the principle of equity and its use 
to ‘fill in the gaps’ left by the common law and address injustices in the common 
law’s inflexible application. The second half of this unit is concerned with the cre-
ation and operation of trusts, the different parties involved in a trust, and the duties 
of trustees and rights of beneficiaries.
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Equity & Trusts
LAWS5103

JD
S1 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Nat Skead
 Email:  natalie.skead@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2962
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Contract, Property, Land

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5103/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5103

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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mailto:natalie.skead@uwa.edu.au
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http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5103


Students found the lectures very clear and concise. They offered the opportunity 
to engage with the lecturers. The materials provided for lectures were helpful to 
students, and the law covered was made clear by the explanations provided.

Tutorials were found to be an excellent opportunity to apply the law learnt over 
the week. The required cases were included in the unit reader, and the tutors put 
together a number of innovative tutorials, which were very enjoyable for students. 
Nat Skead put the students through advocacy exercises, and even had them con-
sider a Second Life adaptation of a problem question. “That kind of fun should be 
part of every unit.” Students found Tracey Atkins to be very clear in the way she 
set out content, and guided students through problem questions. 

Students generally felt the closed-book case analysis was a challenging but inter-
esting exercise as a mid-semester examination. It covered the first few weeks of 
the course’s content — equity — and required students to point out where a judge 
had gone terribly wrong in reasoning. This was a focus of tutorials, and was gen-
erally seen by students to as a useful way to think about judicial reasoning.

The paired assignment, based on a self-learning module, covered a large amount 
of Trusts, and was found to be easy to follow — even if there was a lot to under-
stand before attempting the quizzes and assignment.
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This unit is an introduction to the principles of Equity, which supplement and com-
plement the common law, and the law of Trusts. The unit forms a crucial piece in 
the private law puzzle. It brings together important concepts of Property Law and 
Contract and provides a theoretical framework for understanding private law rights 
and obligations.

To get a taste for what is to follow in the unit students may wish to read the memo-
rable and controversial High Court case, Louth v Diprose (1992) 175 CLR 621 – a 
great summer read!

Coordinator’s Comment

Equity & Trusts
LAWS5103

JD
S1 — Core

Student Tips
Get Into It — Take the chance to engage with the policy issues in equity — they’re 
some of the most interesting discussions you’ll get to have in a law unit.

Jacob’s Laws of Trusts has an incredible amount of detail, but does provide ‘state-
ments of the law’ in a useful format. Get in early, as there weren’t too many copies 
available in reserve.



Unit Summary
Evidence is about the adversarial trial which is our society’s primary, ultimate 
mechanism for determining disputed facts for the purpose of assigning legal lia-
bility. The study of the rules of evidence is an examination of procedure and sub-
stance. The unit looks at a set of rules which determine the process of a trial and 
which embodies theories of knowledge and morality — How best do we arrive at 
a truth? How best do we balance truth and fairness?
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Evidence
LAWS5107

JD
S1 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Kate Offer
 Email:  kate.offer@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 4635
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour + 1 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Criminal Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5107/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5107

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation

p

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

Evidence is essentially about the ‘rules of engagement in court’ and answering the 
following question; “What material can be offered in court to enable the fact-finder 
to reach a decision on the matters at the heart of the case before it?” 
If you are interested in pursuing a career in corporate litigation or criminal advoca-
cy, you will find a thorough understanding of the principles of this unit very import-
ant for your future career. 
For pre-reading, you can find some interesting articles on The Conversation (http://
www.theconversation.com) or the Law Report’s website at http://www.abc.net.au/
radionational/programs/lawreport/ You can also flick through the textbook before 
the course begins to get an idea of what the course is about (I hear the authors are 
REALLY good-looking).

Coordinator’s Comment

mailto:kate.offer@uwa.edu.au
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Commercial
Practice

LAWS5108
JD

S1 — Core

Unit Summary
This unit is a critical study of general commercial practice and conveyancing with 
an emphasis on practical exercises and drafting. It begins with an intensive course 
on plain English writing, using various areas of law as a vehicle to teach basic 
principles of legal writing. The unit includes a consideration of property trans-
actions from inception to stamping, settlement and registration; securities (mort-
gages and charges); leases; formation, sale and purchase of business organisations 
(companies and partnerships); duties; and the general drafting of letters and doc-
uments in these areas.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Tracey Atkins
 Email:  tracey.atkins@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 7096
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
   Seminars: 2 x 9am - 5pm Saturday; 21 March, 18 April
Pre-requisites: 1st year (except Criminal), Dispute Resolution, Equity &
   Trusts, Corporations, Remedies

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5108/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5108

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation
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Unit Summary
This unit explores the non-contractual actions available against the wrongdoing of 
another, including the torts of trespass, nuisance, and most extensively — negli-
gence. As well as the elements and principles of these torts, the unit considers the 
main defences and limitations to a defendant’s liability.
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Torts
LAWS4106

JD
S2 — Core
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Rating — Where 1 is ‘Low’ and 5 is ‘High’

WorkloadEnjoyment Difficulty

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Kate Offer
 Email:  kate.offer@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 4635
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4106/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4106

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment
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Students who had completed this unit recommended making concise notes along 
the way, especially for negligence, which is difficult to keep up with without fully 
understanding the previous elements.

Some students suggest that not every case that is mentioned in lectures is essential 
to read — it soon becomes evident which are the few cases which you really need 
to read in depth.

Even though tutorial attendance is not compulsory or assessed, students neverthe-
less recommended attending them — they were very useful in hindsight for exam 
preparation and for practicing problem questions.

Students recommended downloading the lecture outlines before class and filling 
them in while listening.

Student Impressions
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Many students are disappointed when they realise that the assessment for this unit 
does not involve a bake-off. Instead, in the words of the wonderful Julia Davis 
(who wrote the fabulous student-centric ‘Connecting with Tort Law’) “Tort Law is 
a culture of argument that uses both principles and policy considerations to justify 
both the construction and application of rules of conduct”. So it’s a bit different to 
something like Criminal Law where the rule can be found in a Code.  But it’s also 
fascinating. Torts must adapt to a million potential situations and when you see how 
it does that, it will make you weep with awe and stupefaction (although it is possi-
ble that’s just me).  

Torts lawyers deal with medical negligence and workers compensation cases, and 
where someone has been injured in a car accident — amongst a lot else. It’s a very 
human area of practice and if that sounds like your thing, you’ll probably find Torts 
and its principles very interesting and useful indeed. 

For pre-reading, ‘Connecting With Tort Law’ is a great text. Reading through 
Adeels v Moubarak [2009] HCA 48 or Romeo v Conservation Commission (NT) 
(1998) 192 CLR 431 will give you an idea how negligence works,

Coordinator’s Comment

Torts
LAWS4106

JD
S2 — Core

Student Tips
If the first year moot is on a Torts topic, do it! In 2014 it was on an examinable 
topic and significantly helped understanding of and engagement with the content.

“Don’t panic. Even if it feels impossible to grasp at the start, it all comes together 
in the end!”

Useful Resources:
Davis J, Connecting with Tort Law (Oxford, 2012):
Students found the Davis text to be a very handy book (or e-book) for overviews.



Unit Summary
This course deals with the Torrens system of title to real property in Australia in 
general, and in Western Australia in particular.  Most of the semester will cover: 
the nature of the Torrens System; the notion of indefeasibility of title; the excep-
tions to indefeasibility of title; the nature and role of caveats and the compensation 
provisions in the Torrens System.  The remaining classes will deal with mortgag-
es, leases, easements and restrictive covenants.
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Land Law
LAWS4107

JD
S2 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Nat Skead
 Email:  natalie.skead@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2962
Class-time:  Lectures: 2 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Land Law, Contract, Property

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4107/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4107
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Land law follows on from Property Law. However, because the unit focuses pri-
marily on the Torrens System and not General Law land, students do not necessar-
ily need to have done well in Property to do well in this unit.
 
The unit is very well organised, a learning guide is made available to students 
which provides a detailed overview of the unit. Students should cross reference 
the lecture material with the learning guide in order to ensure that their notes fol-
low that unit structure and that they do not have any gaps in their notes.
 
The lecture and tutorial material is essential. Although lecture slides are available 
online after class, none of the classes themselves are recorded. This means that 
students cannot afford to miss lectures or fall behind. It is also crucial that you 
take detailed notes during class because recordings are not available at the end of 
semester to fill in the gaps.
 
The lectures and tutorials thoroughly prepare students for the end of semester 
exam. The tutorials will focus on answering questions which are similar to what 
may be found in the exam. Therefore, although marks are not awarded for class 
participation, students should prepare answers for these questions before class in 
order to help prepare themselves for the exam.
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90

Land Law
LAWS4107

JD
S2 — Core

Student Tips
The recommended textbook is the same that was recommended for Property Law. 
It is not essential that you buy this as the lecture material covers the unit content. 
However, the textbook may be helpful for the assignment.

Students generally found the lecture material and tutorials to be the most useful 
resources generally, and the textbook to be quite helpful for assignments.



Unit Summary
This unit examines the roles and interrelationships of, and the Constitutional doc-
uments which regulate, the State and Commonwealth levels of Australian govern-
ment. It also considers executive accountability, integrity control and non-judicial 
review, and explores various avenues of redress for individuals pursuing public 
law grievances.
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Foundations of 
Public Law
LAWS4108
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S2 — Core
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Sarah Murray
 Email:  sarah.murray@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3411
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials:  1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4108/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4108

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

p

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

0	  

1	  

2	  

3	  

4	  

5	  

6	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  
0	  

1	  

2	  

3	  

4	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  
0	  

1	  

2	  

3	  

4	  

5	  

1	   2	   3	   4	   5	  

mailto:sarah.murray@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4108/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4108


Students generally found this unit to be quite difficult but also enjoyable.  There 
is a lot of content which can be difficult to grasp, and it requires a decent amount 
of effort to keep on top of it all. Students advised strategies such as “condensing 
notes into a summary page at the end of each topic” and doing readings on a 
weekly basis. It is also advisable to read the Constitution and know which sections 
relate to which topics early on in the course. This will help when the lecturer refers 
to it in the lectures. 

Students generally enjoyed the paired mooting assessment and found it to be a 
great introduction to the activity. It gave them a simplified experience and helps if 
you want to get involved in the mooting competitions. In 2015, joining the Moot-
ing Club will help students with this assessment.

The textbooks were all recommended, while some students found the lectures and 
unit reader to be most useful. Some students recommended using the topic out-
lines/unit guide for extra explanations, but others did not feel that the lectures 
followed these outlines closely enough, and made things a bit confusing. Overall, 
however, students seemed to really like Sarah Murray as a lecturer.

Student Impressions
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This unit is quite different to others that you have studied. It goes well beyond the 
film The Castle to introduce students to the sources of public power in Australia and 
the limitations to which these are subject.

Public Law touches on all areas of practice but is particularly suited to someone 
wanting to pursue a career in Government, International Law or litigation.

One case to read:
 Al-Kateb v Godwin (2004) 219 CLR 562
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/HCA/2004/37.htm-
l?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=title%28Al-Kateb%20%29

Coordinator’s Comment

Foundations of 
Public Law
LAWS4108

JD
S2 — Core

Student Tips
Keep on Top of the Content — It can be confusing, but if you keep up with the 
(quite long) readings and organise your notes at the end of each week, this will 
really help.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/HCA/2004/37.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=title%28Al-Kateb%20%29
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/HCA/2004/37.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=title%28Al-Kateb%20%29
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Corporations Law
LAWS5104

JD
S2 — Core

Unit Summary
The unit’s content not only includes essential knowledge of the corporate sphere 
that we, as future lawyers, will have to understand; it also features exciting and 
interesting cases of corporate fraud, espionage and severed liability that makes the 
case load interesting reading. Corporations Law’s content is deep, the textbook is 
thick, including “bible” style wafer thin pages.

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Robert Cunningham
 Email:  robert.cunningham@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials:  1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Contract, Torts, Equity & Trusts

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5104/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5104
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Closed-book Exam
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Corporations Law
LAWS5104

JD
S2 — Core

Corporations Law can seem daunting at first, especially once you realise the Act 
has over 1500 sections. Students without a a pre-existing understanding of corpo-
rate functions did initially find the unit’s language difficult, however these fears 
were largely overcome as the content was explained.

The unit is difficult; there is no doubt about that. However, students did find the 
unit enjoyable. Students stated that your workload for the unit is largely up to you. 
The content is not incredibly complex. However, there is a lot to learn. Students 
generally felt that this unit really will reward you for how much effort you put in. 

Robert Cunningham, the Unit Coordinator, has an “anti-reading guide” philoso-
phy and instead bases the unit around Ford’s Principles of Corporations Law. The 
course, rather than being lecture-based content, focuses on the prescribed chapters 
in this textbook with lectures being used to elaborate or clarify parts in the text. 
Students found that, with no topic outlines and limited PowerPoint slides, the un-
deniably dense textbook was the most useful resource. 

Students generally found that if you are prepared to treat this unit with the respect 
it deserves there should be nothing to fear.

Student Tips
While not essential, a basic understanding of terms such as securities, shares, in-
solvency etc will keep you from getting lost in a wave of commercial jargon. 

Think about the unit as a whole rather than individual topics an understanding of 
how the topics and concepts interact with one another are essential for the exam.

An annotated copy of the legislation can be extremely helpful throughout the unit.
Having the act in physical form is necessary due to its arduous length.



Unit Summary
This unit ties the causes of action learnt about in previous law courses to the 
remedies available, and the elements that must be satisfied before a remedy can 
be awarded. It includes consideration of remedies for private law, equity and per-
sonal injury actions.
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Remedies
LAWS5105
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Unit Details
Coordinator:  Nyuk Nahan
 Email:  nyuk.nahan@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 1045
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 1 hour + 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Contract, Property, Torts, Land Law, Equity &
   Trusts

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5105/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5105
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Students recommended that is very helpful to have clear summaries of contracts, 
tort, and equity and trusts before starting this unit. This is a capstone course that 
assumes students have knowledge of these units. However, students found that the 
lecturer covered material when necessary, or in response to student concerns.

Lectures are part of a series, and require regular attendance to follow the material  
being discussed. The lecturer is expert in the material covered, but at times stu-
dents felt it could have been drawn together in a way which was easier to follow.

The tutorials were designed as an opportunity for students to advance arguments 
on the basis of the readings that had been done, and to test their understanding of 
the material. At times, this was uncomfortable for some students, who didn’t get a 
clear idea of the underlying law or how it should be applied. The lecturer was re-
ceptive to concerns on this issue, and spent the final tutorials, and extra class time 
working through examples to assist the students’ understanding.

The main assignment was a problem question that required independent research 
by students into contract and consumer law. This was unwelcome for some stu-
dents, who would have preferred more direction in the material that needed to be 
covered. Other students welcomed the extensive feed received after the assign-
ment in class, and in the papers.

Student Impressions
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May I offer you Mr Justice Edelman’s review of the unit in 2014:

“A course in civil remedies is extremely important. The starting point to solve a 
legal problem is almost always to ask what remedy is required. But the dominant 
pedagogy of law is to think in terms of causative events or causes of action. Cours-
es on remedies close the gap. Andrew Burrows and I started a course on remedies in 
2008. The course we designed has a lot in common with the course independently 
designed by Professor Nahan. Her course is an exciting and engaging enterprise and 
will be very rewarding for students.”

Remedies
LAWS5105

JD
S2 — Core

Student Tips
The casebook does not present the material of the course in a concise way, but the 
Covell, Upton and Forder text was useful for the assignment.

Coordinator’s Comment



Unit Summary
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This unit examines the role of the lawyer in the legal profession and wider so-
ciety through the study of legal theory and legal professional ethics. It explores 
the framework of laws, professional rules and institutions governing legal pro-
fessional ethics in Western Australia, in the context of both litigation advocacy 
and commercial practice, as well as the background and rationale for professional 
ethics. The unit also involves discussion of the major legal theorists of the last few 
centuries, whose theories ask how and why judges make the decisions they do.

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Holly Cullen
 Email:  holly.cullen@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3441
Class-time:  Lectures: 3 x 1 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Legal Process, Criminal Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5106/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5106
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Legal Theory
and Ethics

LAWS5106
JD

S2 — Core

Some students felt that some lectures did not conceptually link together, while 
others felt that there was quite a lot of overlap in the content. Murray Wesson was 
a great lecturer (“the god of everything”). Guest lecturers take many of the ethics 
lectures, talking about their specialty such as the Legal Practice Board, Criminal 
Prosecution, etc. For that part of the unit, the reader is very helpful. These lectures 
were generally not recorded

The Assignment was a case note and policy question on the ethics part of the 
course, and should be started early. The best answers had a strong focus on the 
case referred to in the question.

The guest lectures were assessed in the reflective journals, so it is advisable to at-
tend them and take notes. Students found the unit reader to be more helpful for the 
legal ethics than the theory part of the course. Students advised that the Dal Pont 
textbook in Library reserve is really helpful for the ethics assignment, but to get in 
early before it disappears..

Some students found the tutorials to be very helpful, especially as the exam was 
based on the tutorial materials. Many students advised that keeping on top of the 
theory readings is very important, as this conceptually dense area was difficult to 
get the hang of all in one go, especially without reading other surrounding sources.

Student Tips
You can get a better understanding by starting with these resources:
Theory topics: http://www.iep.utm.edu/
Legal positivism: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/legal-positivism/
Hart-Fuller debate: 
http://sixthformlaw.info/01_modules/other_material/law_and_morality/07_hart_
fuller.htm

The best exam prep seemed to be to make essay plans, or even write practice es-
says based on old exam papers or practice questions.



Unit Summary
Despite the fact that only a very small percentage of cases ever proceed to trial, 
legal education has traditionally emphasised adversarial dispute resolution pro-
cesses. However, there have always been numerous ways for people to resolve 
their disputes without recourse to lawyers and courts. This unit explores alterna-
tive methods of dispute resolution as a comparison to litigation and aims to seek a 
balance between the uses of the different forms. It investigates the various dispute 
resolution processes including negotiation, mediation, arbitration and mixed pro-
cesses.
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Dispute Resolution
LAWS4105

JD
S2 — Core

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Jill Howieson
 Email:  jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2885
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 3 hour

Pre-requisites: Legal Process

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS4105/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS4105
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Procedure
LAWS5115

JD
S2 — Core

Unit Summary
This unit examines the resolution of civil conflicts and disputes in Western Aus-
tralia and Australia, including disputes between citizens and governments at their 
various levels. It focuses on the use of a litigation model of dispute resolution and 
the conduct of civil litigation. Students gain a strong working knowledge of the 
jurisdiction and power of the various courts and a thorough understanding of the 
conduct of a civil litigation action.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  John Fiocco
 Email:  john.fiocco@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2951
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 4 hour

Pre-requisites: 1st Year (except Criminal Law), Dispute Resolution, 
   Equity & Trusts, Corporations, Remedies, Constitutional   
   Law, Administrative Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5115/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5115

Optional Assignment
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End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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Units

JD



Unit Summary
This unit examines the way the law deals with companies in financial difficulty, 
in particular, what happens and what ought to be done when a company is ap-
proaching insolvency or has become insolvent. Students study the major forms 
of insolvency administration within the broader commercial and social context 
of business failure, including the impact of insolvency on secured and unsecured 
creditors, employees and other stakeholders.

Quick Guide

103

Corporate 
Insolvency
LAWS5177

JD
S1 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Barbara Gordon
 Email:  barbara.gordon@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2951
Class-time:  Seminars: 1 x 3 hour
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units), Corporations Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5177/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5177

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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Insurance Law
LAWS5135

JD
S1 — Option

Unit Summary
This unit examines key concepts associated with general insurance as a risk trans-
fer loss spreading arrangement. It includes analysis of the common law and rel-
evant equitable principles and close examination of the Insurance Contracts Act 
1984 (Cth), covering topics such as the duty of utmost good faith, causation, sub-
rogation and double insurance and contribution.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Greg Pynt
 Email:  waca36@gmail.com
  Phone:  0401 827 236
Class-time:  Seminars: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5135/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5135
LLB Equivalent: Insurance Law

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment
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Unit Summary
This unit gives students an understanding of how legislation is made and, once in 
force, how it is to be read, understood and interpreted. There is a study of interpre-
tation principles, presumptions, history, common law and related statutes.
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Legislation in
Practice

LAWS5820
JD

S1 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Jacinta Dharmananda
 Email:  jacinta.dharmananda@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3955
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5820/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5820
LLB Equivalent: Legislation in Practice

Optional Assignment
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End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam
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Public 
International Law

LAWS5165
JD

S1 — Option

Unit Summary
This unit introduces students to the international legal system. Students learn 
about the nature of international law, and theoretical arguments concerning the 
nature of international law. They explore the sources of international law and its 
fundamental principles, and learn about the application of these principles and 
sources in particular contexts, including the relationship between domestic and 
international law. Students examine the use of international legal rules and prin-
ciples by domestic and international tribunals. Key themes include international 
legal personality; the role of consent; the problem of certainty.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Holly Cullen
 Email:  holly.cullen@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3441
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 1 hour/week
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5165/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5165
LLB Equivalent: Public International Law

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Presentation

p

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

p

p

x

mailto:holly.cullen@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5165/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5165


Unit Summary
Comparative law has long played an important role in statutory law reform but 
is also gaining increasing acceptance in the decision-making process of appellate 
courts. The comparative study of foreign law can contribute to a deeper under-
standing of our own legal system and to the development of new solutions for 
legal issues. This unit introduces students to the comparative law method and to 
the basic structures and principles of selected major legal systems, with reference 
to various areas of law.

Quick Guide
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Comparative Law
LAWS5167

S2 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Camilla Anderson
 Email:  camilla.anderson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2843
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 3 hour

Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5167/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5167

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

p

p

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5167/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5167
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Consumer Law
LAWS5128

JD
S2 — Option

Unit Summary
The unit focuses on the the law of misleading or deceptive conduct, unfair prac-
tices, unconscionable conduct, unfair contract terms, consumer guarantees, the 
liability of manufacturers for goods with safety defects, the safety of consumer 
goods and product-related services and consumer credit. It also covers current 
developments in Australian consumer law, as well as comparative perspectives.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Aviva Freilich
 Email:  aviva.freilich@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 1045
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/week
Pre-requisites: Corporations Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5128/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5128
LLB Equivalent: Consumer Law

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

p

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

mailto:aviva.freilich@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5128/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5128


Unit Summary
In this unit students learn the key aspects of family law; marriage and de facto 
relationships, separation and divorce, parentage, parenting orders relating to chil-
dren, property orders and the alteration of property interests and financial support 
for spouses and children; before progressing to study selected topics in-depth in-
cluding family violence, family law processes, and ethical issues in the practice 
of family law.

Quick Guide
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Family Law
LAWS5118

JD
S2 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Robyn Carroll
 Email:  robyn.carroll@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2965
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 3 hour

Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5118/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5118
LLB Equivalent: Intro to Family Law

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5118/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5118
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Income Taxation 
Law

LAWS5132
JD

S2 — Option

Unit Summary
This unit provides an overview of the law and principles of income taxation in 
Australia. Taxation is ubiquitous in almost all areas of life, not least because it 
is the key source of public revenue thereby enabling government expenditure, as 
well as providing a tool for government to influence behaviour, from birth to death. 
Given the economic, social and political ramifications, any student who wishes to 
practice as a lawyer or work in business, government, or the not-for-profit sector 
is well advised to have at least a broad understanding of the Australian taxation 
system, as well as a theoretical basis to evaluate the system.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Nolan Sharkey
 Email:  nolan.sharkey@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2963
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/week
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5132/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5132

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5132/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5132


Unit Summary
This unit is designed to introduce students to the full range of intellectual property 
law regimes. Intellectual property is a dynamic area of law which governs most 
forms of creativity, and plays an important role across an incredibly broad spec-
trum of industry, science, design, technology and culture. It impacts everyone in 
their personal and professional lives, irrespective of their interests or occupations. 
It is therefore an essential unit for those seeking to better understand how intellec-
tual property is protected and exploited, and of course professionals who wish to 
gain specialist expertise in intellectual property law.

Quick Guide
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Intellectual
Property Law
LAWS5150

JD
S2 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Michael Blakeney
 Email:  michael.blakeney@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 3438
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all unit)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5150/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5150
LLB Equivalent: Intro to Intellectual Property

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

This course considers patents, trade marks, plant variety rights, industrial designs 
and copyright. This is an area of law with excellent employment opportunities. 
These include working with international organizations, government, research insti-
tutes, industry and law firms.

For a foray into literature, and to consider this area of law, have a look at John Le 
Carre’s “The Constant Gardener”.

Coordinator’s Comment

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5150/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5150
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International
Environmental Law

LAWS5114
JD

S2 — Option

Unit Summary
This unit provides a comprehensive introduction to international environmental 
law—the legal frameworks, substantive and procedural laws and actors/institu-
tions. Particular environmental law regimes explored include air and atmosphere 
(trans-boundary air pollution, ozone depletion and climate change); biodiversity, 
wildlife and biogenetic resources; habitat protection; freshwater; law of the sea, 
fisheries and marine environmental law; chemicals, pollution and waste manage-
ment.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Takele Bulto
 Email:  takele.bulto@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 6942
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5114/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5114

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

p

p

x

Environmental Law is a growing field of legal practice, interacting with land use 
law, mining and energy, water resources, and the law relating to living natural re-
sources like forestry and fisheries.

Coordinator’s Comment

http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5114


Unit Summary
The Legal Internship unit will involve student placement at a social justice organ-
isation or in a commercial environment. The students will spend one day per week 
for one semester or an intensive teaching period, working in a legal environment.

In 2014, students worked in Perth, Melbourne, and Japan with barristers, firms, 
legal aid and community legal centres, and government organisations.

Quick Guide
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Legal Internship
LAWS5174

JD
S2 — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Eileen Webb
 Email:  eileen.webb@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2840
Class-time:  Attendance: 1 day/week
   Seminars: 1 x 2 hour/fortnight
Pre-requisites: 

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5174/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5174

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

x

x

mailto:eileen.webb%40uwa.edu.au%20?subject=
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5174/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5174
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Mining and
Energy Law
LAWS5144

S2 — Option

Unit Summary
This unit entails an examination and analysis of Mining Law and Oil and Gas Law 
in Western Australia. It includes consideration of: mineral ownership, land open 
for mining — reserves and national parks — native title, theories of crown dispo-
sition, administration of mining dispositions, applications including marking out 
priorities, exploration tenements, production tenements, surrender and forfeiture, 
exemptions, questions of law, judicial review and appeals, commercial arrange-
ment, oil and gas, state agreements, registration and dealings.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Richard Bartlett
 Email:  richard.bartlett@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2953
Class-time:  Lectures: 1 x 2 hour
   Tutorials: 1 x 2 hour/week
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units), Constitutional Law, Administrative Law

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5144/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5144
LLB Equivalent: Mining and Energy Law

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

p

p

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

x

x

p

x

mailto:richard.bartlett%40uwa.edu.au?subject=
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5144/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5144


Unit Summary
This unit is aimed at students interested in litigation. It focuses on preparation for 
trial, and encourages rigorous analysis of facts and robust analysis of how a case 
is proven. It deals with the use of facts, arguments, inferences and generalisations 
in proving a case. It outlines a practical method for constructing and attacking ar-
guments about disputed questions of fact. The unit complements other law studies 
in forensic advocacy and trial procedure.

Quick Guide
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Advanced
Evidence 
and Proof

LAWS5117
NS — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Anthony Willinge
 Email:  awillinge@francisburt.com.au
 Phone:  9am - 4pm, Monday - Friday
Class-time:  22 - 26 June
   
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5117/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5117
LLB Equivalent: Advanced Evidence and Proof

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Presentation

x

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5117/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5117
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International
Commercial
Arbitration
LAWS5576

JD
NS — Option

Unit Summary
This unit considers commercial arbitration in international transactions. Among 
the topics discussed are advantages and disadvantages of arbitration; availability 
of arbitration; drafting of arbitration clauses; arbitration proceedings (including 
problems respecting the law governing procedural and substantive questions); ju-
dicial review of arbitral awards; and enforceability of awards. Key readings are 
distributed, with references to internet publications.

Quick Guide

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Kanaga Dharmananda
 Email:  kanaga.dharmananda@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 6000
Class-time:  9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday
   29 June - 3 July
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5576/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5576

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

p

x

x

http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5576


Unit Summary
This unit introduces students to the principles of interest-based negotiation and 
mediation. The overall objectives are to give students some familiarity with the 
processes of interest-based negotiation and mediation, some fundamental skills in 
using them and an understanding of how to apply the skills in practice. The unit 
is conducted using lectures and experiential exercises to give students an under-
standing of the theory of negotiation and mediation, and to give them an opportu-
nity to learn and practice the skills of each process.

Quick Guide
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Negotiation and 
Mediation

LAWS5158
JD

NS — Option

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Jill Howieson
 Email:  jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2951
Class-time:  9am - 6pm, Monday - Friday
   23 - 27 November
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5158/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5158
LLB Equivalent: Negotiation and Mediation

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Participation

x

x

x

x

p

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

mailto:jill.howieson@uwa.edu.au
http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5158/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5158
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Personal Property
LAWS5591

JD
NS — Option

Quick Guide

Unit Summary
This unit includes a short introduction to the theory of property which provides a 
sound theoretical foundation for the practical aspects of personal property. Com-
mon law property concepts of possession, rights to possession, bailment, acces-
sion, specification and mixing are examined. Forms of security including mort-
gages, charges, pledges and liens are also examined as well as the protection of 
property rights through conversion, detinue and vindication. The creation and 
protection of property rights also includes an examination of constructive and 
resulting trusts.

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Ben McFarlane
 Email:  ben.mcfarlane@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 6000
Class-time:  9am - 5pm, Weekends
   18 - 19, 25 - 26 July
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5591/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5591

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5591/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5591
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Unjust Enrichment 
and Restitution

LAWS5528
NS — Option

Unit Summary
This unit focuses on several areas of the law of unjust enrichment including mis-
taken payments, duress, failure of consideration and available defences. Also dealt 
with are waiver of tort, estoppel, tracing and restitutionary recovery of improperly 
acquired gains. Key areas of the law that are unclear when considered other than 
in the context of the law of unjust enrichment are also dealt with. The unit also 
examines the law of restitution, the gains-based remedy for actions in unjust en-
richment and an under-appreciated additional remedy available to other causes of 
action such as wrongs.

Unit Details
Coordinator:  Eric Heenan
 Email:  eric.heenan@uwa.edu.au
 Phone:  6488 2945
Class-time:  9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday
   9 - 13 February
Pre-requisites: 1st Year (all units)

Unit Outline: uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5528/SEM-1/2015
Handbook:  handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5528

Optional Assignment

Group Assignment

End-of-semester Exam

Closed-book Exam

Assessment

Tutorial Attendance

x

x

x

x

x

Recorded Lectures

Last Year Running

Intensive

Group B

Structure

p

x

x

x

http://uims.csp.uwa.edu.au/Units/LAWS5528/SEM-1/2015
http://handbooks.uwa.edu.au/units/unitdetails?code=LAWS5528
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